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T O T YE. 
HONOR ABLE HOVSE 
of Commons now Allerabled . 


20 PARLIAMENT... 


NobleSEnaTouRs: 
FS W-E2? Sce Ton are ploufed, ” ” not 
#0 15S, onely Bezaleel's and Aholiab's ® :Ex.31.2,6 
= = | SA. ( oo and shilfull workemen 
[4 2 in that rewverend Aſſembly 0 
VIEW F Divines ) imployed in purging 
and beantifying the houſe of God ; but you will 
have ſome other . poore Lobenrerg) alſo ſet on 
workg, 20 bring ſtones and mortar to the build- 
ing. And truly, had not I looked abowe my ſelfe, 
a that great God, who when we are faint and 
feeble, doth oird us about with ſtrength b, * * $4924 
The waight of the worke , together 87 Þ the 
ſenſe of my owne extreame nafitneſſe, to carry 
| the owe - God before fxcb an —_——__ 


A'3 have 


f W; 


The Epiſtle Dedicerat 


 bawe overwhelmed me with ſ: rnking difooms;: 
ments : But if Gods power may get glory þy my 


c 2 Cor. 12. wea kneſſe, I will rejoyce in my Infirautiegc 


9. 


I hope, there 1s none ſhall have ſo low a concei 
of my poore parts or _ but: Fmy- felfe ſha 
hawe a lower. 

The marke 1 levelled at in this plain bomely 
plece,now preſented to yonur view, was the preſ. 


frng ati promoting 'the Worke of. Reformati. 


on, which how it has been retarded ( ſince we 
entred into that Solemne lacred Leapue)] 
need not tell you. Sure Tam, if either - Atheifs 
or Papifts, Nenters or Hereticks, S eFariesw 
Seducers, Hypocrites or carnall Goſpellers, can 
doe the Devils worke, VIZ. either perſecute the 
Woman, or ſtifle ber Childe in the birth, or de- 


4 Rev.12.4. VOure it as ſoone as it ſhall, be born d; this Male: 


childe of a long expeSied, much deſcred Refor- 
mation, ſhall never be brought forth fo Light.Bit 
looke about Jour, ; for God looks on Jon, _nay,God 
looks within you ; Hee exaFily views (as m) 
Text will tell you ; Jewery one of you,how yoda 


$i 


Jour parts PI #he : Stage where he tmp} oje# Gat | 


The Lord has bolpen. yout fo carry an, 2 


TH- 11 


Worke (the prej ervation off of 4 Þoore dittreſſ r 7 


 diflratied King on. ITherfore be now TY 
that 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
that youu ſbould help hine to carry on His Work, 
:visThat for which you have lifted up your 
hands.to. the moſt high God. Let :zt newer be 
ff {dof ay of you( ſutting-in that honourable Aſ- 
| ſmbly) what was ſaid of the Nobles of Teko- 
ab, « They put not their necks tothe work *Neb.z-5. 
|; of their Lord. God forbid, that eccaſion ſhould 
iN tr given to faiter that complaint on any of you 
which the Apoſtle utter's with ſome regret,f All * Phile2.21. 
ſecke their own,not the things which are ]e- 
jus Chriſts. Certaine zt is, the more we ſeeke 
mr ſelves, the more-we hoſe our ſelves ; the 
wore we deny our ſelves, and our own ends, and 
our owne honour, the more will God. honour us 
both in our perſons and in our places. O that the 
xcal of Gods houſe might even cat you up g! « Job.2.:7. 
0 thet your hearts were ſo fired with a burning 
Love to Feſus Chriſt, and bis Government, that 
you might ſay with David, Þ I will not give "Pal. 132. 
ſleepe to mine eyes, or ſlumber to mine. cye- #* 
lids, untill 1fiade out a place for the Lord, 

an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob. 
Newer was Parliament ſo lifted up to heawen 
Is extraordinary diſcoveriesof Gods providence 
and proteGiion, which have beene as a Pillar of 
adoud by day, and a Pillar of fire by night, to 


condutk 


—_— 


4 Mic.6.5. 


"ts 


The Epitle-Dadicarory; 


condubs yourbroughthe Wilderneſſe of « Bly. 


dy Warre, bringing you from Shictina to- Gil, 
gal 3,evento the chirts of Canaan: Therfore thy 


- which Joſhua ſpake 10 the Iſraelites, when(y. 


on the freſh memoriall of God's miraculous mg. 
cies towards them ) he renewed a Covenant he. 


tween them and their God, This Stone ſhathe - 


a witnes to us,for it hath heard all the work, 
of theLord whictrhe ſpake unto us.The le 
may T ſay to you; All the Mercies,Vifories mi 
Deliverances vouchſafed to yon; all the Prom. 
ſes, ProteStations, Covenants and Engagement 


tying on you, wil witnes either for you,or againſ; 


y0u,at the great day of your Account. | 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ftill ftand by you ;Le 
his everlaſting arms be alwayes under you,m 
fo eftablifh your hearts in bis truth and feat, 
that he may delight in you as poliſhed fhattsin 
his own quiver, and happy inStruments of fur- 
ther advancing Temple-work,the compleatias 
whereof mitt be to you a Name- of Renowar, 
and to vs the joy of our hearts, and the crown 


our hopes. It 3s and ſhall be the conStant prey: 


er of ; 


The weakeſtand unworthieſt.of theay TH 
that ſerve you in thic Golyely, 


James Naltoh 
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ASERMON 

FREACH E D Q 
the Honourable Houfe of C o w- 


MoNs on the Monethly F ait-day, 
April 29. 16.46. 


yy 


| EREM. 13. 27. 

1 have ſeen thine Adulteries and thy Neightmmes, the 
lendzeſſe of thy whordome, and thine abom1inat ions 07 
the Hils 2: the Fields : woe un's thee, O Feraſalem, 

Þilt thou rot be made cleane 2 when ſhall it once be? 


AO H 1 S Text may well be called an awake- 
=—Y ning Trumpet, ſounding a loud alarme 
in theeares of an impenitent, unrefor- 

med people : Many warnings had God 

dV given to Judab and Feruſalem, before 
'S they felt that fatall blow in the Babylc= 
niſþ Bondage : One among the reft is 
Far 4; proclaimed in this Chapter, ver. 14. I 
will daſh them one againſt anotber, even the Fathers and the Sons 10- 
gether 35ea, Twill daſh them in pieces like bottles of WWine, ver. 12. 
BE. © B (Alas, 


CLZSSS WW & 


— 


- 


A Sermon preached to the Honourable 


(Alas,alas, poor England in this bloody inteſtine Warrehy, . 
made a ſad Comentary on this mournfull Text : ) Upon! 
this warning God cals them to a deep Humiliation, ver, 1g, 
. Say unto the King and tothe Queen, bumble your ſelves and fit doyy;. 
Obſerve Great ones and Nobles, Senatours and Stateſmen in a day of 
Humiliation, muſt forget their greatneſſe, fit downein the 
duſt, and lye low before the Lord, as well as the meaneſt of 
the people: They (notwithſtanding this Summons) are 
farre from Humiliation,that they are entertaining thoughts * 
of ſelf-juſtification, ver. 22. Wherefore come theſe things up 
on me £ M 

Hereupon the Lord deales more ſharply with them, evi- 
dently convinceth them of their finfulneſſe, and ſeverely 
threatens them for their ſtubbornneſſe, 7 have ſeen thine adultes 
ries and thy neighings, ©. | 

The Text will ſpread it ſelfe into three Branches, 


I. An undeniable conviRion ; I have ſeen thine 


adulteriesy &c. 
II. A dreadfull commination 3 7 unto thee Ofe. 
q ru{alem. 
HI. Apatheticall expoſtulation ; 7/ilt thou wot be 
y LC - made cleane 2? when ſball it once be? fE, 


\ In the firſt, God filenceth their complaining, that they 
Obſerv. might have nothing to objett againſt the equity of his 
proceedings ; T have ſeen thy guiltinefle : God will have eve 
mouth to be ſtopped , and all the world to become guilty befor 
« Rom.3.19* þhim®,,  —- | 
\  Inthe ſecond, he foretelleth their miſery (now ready to 
fall upon them) that they might tremble at it, and be affe- 
Obſerve. @ed with it 3 God would bave bis people deeply apprehenſive of the 
ſad ſtgnes and ſymptomes of his difpleaſure. 
In the third, he reaſons the caſe before he proceed to ex- 
ecution 3 God bad ratber glorifie bis mercy'in onr reformation, then 
Obſerv. his juftice in our ruine and condemnation. 
Let me firſt break up the Text in the tearmes of itz and 
then deale out the Why fee ovary 
I have ſeen thine adulteries :] The great ſinne that God 
chargeth _ 


| Houſe of Commons, April 29. 1646. 
.chargeth on them, and whereof he doth convince them, is 
[dolatry, which is here aggravated, 
1 By the Titles given to it, 
2 By the ſeverall circumſtances of it. 
_ Firſt, the Titles are theſe, it is called adultery, whordome, x The Titles, 
domination. | 
Firft,[dolatry is called adultery and whoredome, becauſe 
it is a finne that defiſes the conjugall Bed, cuts the marriage 
knot between God and his people, and provokes the Lord 
togivethem a bill of divorce : » Jhen backeſtiding I rael com- 6 Jer.z 8, 
mitted adultery, I put ber away and gave her a Bill of Divorce. 
Secondly, it is called abomination, the Hebrew word com- | 
ming from a Root £,which {1gnifies to loath or deteſt, as be- £ *PV 
ing that fin which God moſt deteſted and abhorred. 

And there is an Emphaſis in the Aﬀix [thine] th: ice re- 
peated in the Text;Thine adulteries,thy whordometiine abo- 
mination. Y 

Obſerve here, all the idolatries and abominations pratti 
ſed on the Hils, in the Fields, and in the Villages round 
about Feruſalem,they are all charged upon Feruſalem ; they are 
thine abominations 3 why fo ? Becauſe Teruialem was the Metrg- 
poli, or Mother-City of the Kingdome : There fate the San- | 
hedrim, and there were the Courts of Juſtice 4 ; they had 4 Pal: 132.5, 
power in their hands to ſuppreſſe theſe abuſes, but they did 
- .not make uſe of their power for that purpole;therfore (ſaith 
. God) they are thy ſins, and ſhall be put upon thy account. 
. Iris worth the noting ; }Yhben Magiftrates are careleſſe in (up= Note. 
preſſing abuſes, theſe abuſes ſhall be charged upon the MagiFrates : 
When the people gathered Mannah on the ſeventh day, the 
Tord chargeth the ſinne upon Moſes © , though Moſes him- e Exod 16.28 
ſelfe was not guilty : The Lord ſaid unto Mo es, How long re- 
fuſe ye to heep my Commandements and my Lawes ? 

Secondly, 'the Circumſtances aggravating their Idolatry 2 The Cir- - 
-ar efour. | cumfſtanecs. 
Firſt, it was a ſinnenot once, but often committed ; thine 
;alulteries, in the plural] number : And a'ſinne, the ofter it is 
committed, the greater it is, as a cloth dyed red, if it be dipt 
' : againe, it is dyed yet redder. ' -— _ 2 

TW B 2 Secondly, 


j 
: 
” 


4 Hf Sermon preached to the Honourable "MY 


Secondly, it was a {inne committed with greedine fe'1 
great delight, therefore it is expreſſed in this termye, Neigh- 
ings; a bruitiſh tranſgrefiion hath a braitiſhexpreſſion ; and 
it is obſervable; - | 

Wicked men by finfull courſes become bait beaſts, :yn. 
manning themſelves, loſing not onely their conſcience, bye 
their reaſon alſo: So was it with this people herein the 

Text, They were mad upon-their Idols, as it was ſaid of thecg. 
Fler.50.3% deans f : Even as mad as pamperd, frolick horſes are inthe 
e QIL heat of their luſt :Yea. the ſame Hebrew words which lipni- 
» 17S fies to neigh, fignifies alſo to ſhour for joy, as T:r.31.9, Sing 
far pladneſſe and Þ ſhout among the Nations, where the ſameword 
38 uſed ; So thatit was a {in committed with great delioht : 
And this is certaine, the more delight we take in our ſins, the teſſ 

delight God takes. in oar foules, 


Thirdly, their hearts were ſo taken np with this fime, 
that God had no room there, like an unchafte woman,that - 


; Iv madme- thinks of nothing bat her Juſtfull Lovers i : This is implied 
dum mulier im the word Lewdnefſe, or the (Thought) of thy whoredome; 
_—- - the —_ k properly fignifies, and ſo judicious Calvin ren- 
-. ders it!. 

os _ Fourthly, they committed this {inne in pnublike view, not 
'Calv. in lo- onely privately in a corner, but on the hils and in the open 
ng fields, Vfon every high bill, -and under every green tree, they wat 

* :dred and plaid the barlor mn; Impudency in fin is one'of the high- 


|. on " eſt ravations of fin: Were they aſbamedwhenthey hatl com- 
fe. "mitted abomination? Nay they were not at all-aſhamed, neither could. 


m]er.2.20. -theybluſhv, 
x Jcr.8.12, Now (faith God) T have feen all this with an'epe'of Jea- 
| Jouſie, andan 'eye of juſtice, I have ſeen it'to cenſure It, i] 
-haveſecen it to revenge tt, for ſo it'followes f on 
IWoe ynto thee O Teruſalem :] As it he ſhould ſay, Ounhappy 
Terufalem;that artifo deſperately fintul], and doſt not yet re- 


pene nor reforme to#his day ! great miſery and calamity doe 


lenqunee againſt thee, as one devoted to deftruftion. 
' - Wflt thounot be wade fleane 7J 1 know the wordsare d 
Yyeadby Taterpreters 3 but quotation of -Authors-i5 a 1 


In an Anditory ; Some read the words without.a quatien 


. win ELD 
\ oa 


A. a. 


thus, Thou ſhalt not cleanſe thy ſeife hereafter 0.2 But this. reading 6 Sepenag. Hi 
fairs not ſo well with the Laſt words *, After bow long yet 2 01. A. Mon- 
Some read them thus, Thou wilt not he-cleenſed by turning af- * 19 w 
4r me ; Thus miſtaking a vowel in the Hebrew word, far it D 
is not 1I0N After me, but "WR Aﬀer, or hereafter. ,\ Fj 
- Butthe fenſe is plaine enough, as reverend Calvin [an In- 
wroreter, infar omnium ) does well exprefle it 3 #ilt thou not he 
made cleane ? As if he ſhould fay, Is thy heart ſohard that 
thou canſt not.yet repent nor reforme, after all exhortati- 
ons, invitations, woes and warnings ? The preſſing) piercing - 
interrogation addes great ſtrength:to the expreſſion y. ? ey 29m Tg 
When will it once be 2 | or, After when yet ? or, How Jong $@071ig:a; 
yet? 4 that is, how long wilt thou.continne unreformed ? ex:gy:ia. 
How long ſhall 1 wait till thou becleanſed ? how long wilt. 9 Peſt quan- - 
thoudelay and takeitime with me from.day to day ? Tum a tems 
 . -Thewords being thus opened, many obſervations might **** * Juns 
be thence deduced;but I will not plack every- cluſter that this - 
fwitfull bough doth hold*forth. 
There are three ſpeciallpoints(ſuitable to thethree;parts - : 
erbranches which 1,namedreven now) that will.deaw forth - 
the frength of the Text. ' Ms LS 


fDoCt. x .Gol takes preciſe and Peciall notice of all the fins 
(- and alominations of a people that are in covenant 
| with bim. . RE, > | 
1 Do@.2,Theſe finnes and atominations;provoke bim to exe 

| preſſe his-anger in dreadfull Comminatidns. 
DoR.3.Thoſe dreadfull Comminations denounced againſt - 
a people, call for afteedy Repentance and Refor- - 
{ ._ _ mation, 2 | 


hall begin:wich-the firſt point as it:yes in order: 
'Gad takes preciſe and peciall notice, &c. | 
; Forthe'proofe of this, 


\ 143. 


' Dodir. 


of all 
x Kings 8.39.) yet God takes - 
tels this Prophet Jeremy, ne | 


"Jl A Sermog-preached to the Honourable 
sJer-16.175 of thedifſembling Jewes ; © Mine eyes are upon all ther wy, 


they are not bid from my face, neither is their iniquities bid from min 

eyes ; We may think to thruſt God out of our fight (ie 

ePfal.15.4- Gods not in all our thoughts ©) but we cannot thruſt our ſelys 

hah mibi late- out of Gods ſight :-» The Elders of 1ſrael,becauſe they 

poſſum non oP "ID y _ ey com- 
as. -mitted wickednefle in the dark, eyery man in the chamber, 
w Ezck.8.12. of his Imagery, therefore they ſaid, w The Lord ſeeth wy: 
'But Gods takes away this Coverſhame, Fer. 23. 24. Can ay 

- man hide himſelfe in ſecret places that I ſhall n#t ſee bim, ſaith th 

| Lord ; Doemot I fill Heaven and earth, aith the Lord; Darkweſſe hi 

* Plal.39.12. doth not from bim, but the night ſhineth as the day =. | 
Reaſ. 1. For firſt, God hath an eye of omniſcience, he knowes not only 

' our works and ways, but the inward frame $ temper of our 

3 Prov.15.11.. hearts 3 y Hell and defiruttion are before the Lord, how much mae 
E then the hearts of the Sons of men : And if the very windings ax 
 ſhufflings of our trecherous hearts are obvious to his eye, 

then certainly our outward ations and enormities aremuch 

more conſpicuous and apparent : Doth not the Apoſileſay, 

« Heb.4.13: * All things are naked * and opened unto the eyes of him with whom ye 
= yupere % | bave todoe : Mark the expreflion, * for' it is fuller then one 
Trax1M0- word can render itzit is a metaphor fr6 a Beaſt whoſe skinis 
phvs flay'd off, and cut up by the chine bone,that you may ſeeall 

| his entrals, which the Heathenifh Prieſts in their Sacrih- 
ces were wont to doe,when they did (to uſe Luciar's words) 
| bLucian de Þb y-porucntly nxt ela tur ts frets, i. e, exatly yiew and 
Sacrif. take notice of them; the Lord ſees our very reynes, as ifthe 
thoughts and ſecret workings of our hearts were-unbowel. 

| Jed before him. | 


Objet. But doth not-our Saviour ſay concerning wicked 


c Marth.7.23. MenyDepart from me,T never knew you* 3 It ſeems then that God 
| doth not know all men, and all things upon theeath? 

Anſ« God knows not the wicked with a knowledge of appre- 

d Plal.1.g, bation (for ſo he knows the righteous only 4). but he knows 
"IF them and all their a&ions with a knowledge of obſervation: The 

| whole frame of their hearts, and all that ther heart tra- 
FGen.6.5, meth©, all their deſires and deſignes, intentions and Inven- 
tions,plots and praiſes are obſerved by his alſearching pe, 


the great day: ST 


and ſhall be accounted for before the Tribuzall of: Chriſt -n 


= od. td —_— w—_, ww 


— uſe of Commons, April 29. 1646. 7 


1h The:Lord takes notice,becauſe be bath. an eye of jealouſte:He Real. 2. 
18 ajealow God f, very apprehenſive of any conmu anfaith- FExod.20.5, 
filgefſe, and ready to revenge it: As a tender husband,the 
more dearly he loves his wite,while ſhee is loyal to himthe 
more grievoully heis offended. if ſhe prove trecherous : This _ 
; that which God-complaines of by his Prophet, - 8 Surely as g ler. 3:20, 
q wife wreeheroufly departeth from ber hwsband, |o have you dealt 
trecherouſy wiih me, O Houſe of Ijrael : And God makes this an | 
ravation of their offence 3 *® They brake my Covenant, though b Ier.31.3 4. 
Tos « busband to them faith the Lord, | 
ly. As he has-an eye of jealoulte,/o be bas alſo an eye of juice, Rea. 3. 
having appointed a day wherein be will judye the world in righ= ; ag 1, _ 
jeoſneſſe i» and bring every work into judgement, with every ſecret 
thing, whether zt be good or evill * : And the Prophet makes this þ Eccl. 1 2.14: 
one reaſon, why he obſerves and takes notice of all the ways: 
and works of the Sons of men 3 1 Thine eyes are upon all the ways 11cr. 32.19, 
of the ſens of men, to give every one according to bis wayes and accor= 
ding to the fruit of his doings. | : 
But this point will not need fo mach confirmation as ap= 
plication. -*. ...","> ; 
Forinfirufion,.there are two leſſons henceariling, by way Uſe 1, 
of inference, which may much conduce to our Humiliation © 
in thepreſence of God this day. 
The firit is this, Gods patience towards ws is infinite: 
Ine ſecond this, Our preſumption in finning againſt. bim 
is intolerable, _ | 
Forthe firſt, ſee and admire at that Patience and longs , 7, o,17;9n, 
fuffering, which Heaven and earth, men and Angels may ; 
ſand amazed at;; that the Lord of glory (whofe power and 
purity, omniſcience. and omnipreſence, juſtice and jealoulie 
doe dazle the eyes of the very Angels) ſhould ſee all the abo- 
minations committed under the Sun, heare all the execrable 
oaths and. blaſphemies that are belched out againſt him, ob- 
ſerve the inſolency, ſcorne and. rage of preſumptuous {in- 
ners, that ſet their mouths againſt the Heavens, and their tongue 
walks throuph the earth ® 3 yet doth not all this while ſer the m Phal. 73 99 
world on fire about our ears,. or thunderbolt us.from Hea- 


Ven, Or take us away With the ſtroke of his band ", = » Job36.2 8: * 
' Doe 


p Lam 3-22, 


q Micah 7.18. 


2 Infiruction. 


: rIſa.85.3. 


s Plal.s T.4. 


e Luke 15.13. Comntry * , as thinking to be out of the r 


v,18, 


Doe but confider thefe-elWremarkable things in Gag. 


oy 


A piercing eye, and 


_ p A - I hand. | 
[he one to ſpye, the other to puniſh 5 and withall gy 
ouſly weigh thi infinite. and nnconceivable _ 


and purit of his nature, that he cannot endure iniquity» and 
then break ont Into admiration and ſay, Oinfinite patience 
and long-ſutftering! that thou, O God, ſhouldeſt fupports 


In our being at that very time, when we are fighting apaink 


thee by our provgcations and rebeflions} whereas did{i thou 
withdraw thy hand but one moment; -we fhould drop 
downe to hell. Would any King endure to ſee a Traytar 
abuſe his Titles, villifie his perſon, revile his children, cons 
temne his Jawes, and doe as much as in him lyes tocaft his 
Crowne downe to the ground ? yet this our God endures 


with unwearied patience : May [not we fay with the Pros 


phet, P It is of the Lords merctes that we are not conſumed ; Oh 
that we could now begin to admire the boundleſle, bottoms 
lefle Ocean of that mercy and loving kindnefle which fwal- 
lowes up all our thoughts, and will be matter of gratulat- 
on and admiration to all eternity, ſaying, 4 ho is a Gullit 
unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and paſſcth by the tranſgreſtare 


' the remnant of bis heritage ? he retaineth not his anger for everls 


cauſe he delighteth in mercy. 

For the ſecond; 'our preſumption in finning againſt himis 
intollerable ; becauſe all our finnes admit of this aggravati- 
on, that they are committed full in the face of God, * 1tiss 
people that provoketh me to anger continually to my face ; This is 
that which may prick our hearts, and wound our ſoulesin 
all onr confeſfions and hnmiliations, when we can fay with 
David, f Againſt thee, thee have I offended, and done this evill in thy | 


fight : Thou haſt been an eye-witneſle of all my ſtubbor 


neſſe and undutifulnefle, of all my trechery and hypocribe, 
of all my wandrings and backfſlidings. : 
This was one thing that let the Prodigal! blood inthe 
heart-veyne, and ftroke him with penitentiall remorſe, vs. 
That in his wandring from his Father, be went into « fart: 
of his Fathers 
| ec; 
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-buewhen be returnes, he bewailes this, ver. 18. Thave' 

med againſt Heaven and before thee : Mark the phraſe, Before 
bee; he looks on his finne, as commicted in his Fathers eye 
al thetime ; It were an intollerable impudency for a wife 
to dally with a ſtranger in the preſence of her husband, or 
fr a villaine to offer violence toa Qneen while the King 
looks 0n,(7/ill he force the Queen alſo before me in the bouſe,(aith 


fuſkerus concerning Haman ) Ora T heefe to cat a purle in v Efter 7.8. 


thefice of the Judge fitting on the Bench ; or for a Subje& 
tofet the Crowne on anothers head, - when the King him- 
flfeis ſtanding by : Yer "thus deale preſumptuons tinners 
wich the Lord every day 3 and is not this a provecation in- 


tollerable ? 


What an aggravation was that of Nimrods fin * ; be was a # Gen.10.9, 


mighty Hunter before the Lord; ſo deſperately bold was he 
in his boyſtrous tyranny, that he was not afraid to att it be= 
fire the Lord; And are there not fome that dare call Heaven 
torecord for ther fidelity in the publick cauſe of Religion, 


when God and their owne conſcience know the contrary ? 


Arethere not ſome like Ephraim, of whom God ſaith y,He y Hoſ.1 2. 7,8. 


ic aruming Merchant, the ballances of deceit are in his hand, and he 
loves to oppreſſe 3 yet (as if he would mock the God of Heaven 
to his face) be ſaith, I am become rich, Thave found me out ſub- 


ſtance,inall my labours they ſhall find no iniquity in me that were ſin : 


Asif heſhould ſay : God makes me proſper, though it be in 
away:of injuſtice and oppreflion, therefore he hath no quar- 
rell with me at all. I | 
Oh the horrible, helliſh Atheiſme that doth poſſeſſe our 
hearts! Are ye offended at the harſhneſſe of the expreſſion? 
Yemuſt know, [there is an Atheiſt in affetion aswell as in 


opinion 3 2 They ſ«y to the Almighty, Depart from us, we deſire not + Job 21.14, 
the knowledge of thy wayes : There is an Atheiſt in prad&ice as 
well as in profellion 3 * They profeſſe they bnow God, but in works a Tic.1.16. 
rey deny bin's, being abominable and diſobedient, and to every good 
wrk reprobate ': Are there not many of us that profetſe we 
knowGod.and in our tongues dare not deny him, yet in our 
liteand converſation carry our ſelves, as if God had but the 
ge of apiure, without life or motion in it ; Are there not 
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many of 1s who make of the great God of Heaven (with re: 
verence be it ſpoken) no better then a Baal, a ſleepy, ſenC. 
Jeſſe, carelefie God, that neither regarded iniquity, _ tou 
warded duty ? Are there not many who (as much as in then 
lyes( put out the al-ſeeing, al-ſearching eye of his omniſc;. 
ence, and cut off the arme of his revenging juſtice, as if 
- would neither ſee nor cenſure any of their tranſpreſ- 
10ns ? | 
If pilfring Achan had thought that the eye of the Lord had 
followed hin (as Eliſha told Gebazi, that bis heart went 
h 2 King. 5.26 with bim, when he received the preſent at Naamans hand 
durſt he have ſtollen the wedge of gold, and Babyloniſh gate 
ment, and ſo have tranſpgreſſed in the curſed thing ? If thoſe 
two looſe profeſiors Ananias and Sapphira, could have rex 
eJeb31.4. - ſoned as holy Fob did, < Doth not the Lord ſee my wayer, md 
count all my ſteps 2 durſt they have lyed unto the holy Ghoſt? 
If craiterous Judas had thought the eye of his Maſter had 
watched him , durſt he have nibled money out of his 
Maſters bag ? If we in our aftings for God, our ſeeking 
and ſervices, did but really think that the frame and temper 
of our ſpirits, our very ends and aimes are as obvious tothe 
eyes of God, as our aCtions are to the eyes of men ; were me 
but fully perſwaded of this, that he obſerves whether webe 
ſound at heart,or rotten at core; durſt we lye unto the Lord 
and cozen the world, and in the end cozen our own ſoules? 
But we think it nor, I fay it againe to our ſhame, we think 
it not : We have poore low thoughts of God and of his 
greatneſle, majeſty, powerand glory ; we are ready to think 
4 Pſal. 50.22. Wickedly of God, That be is ſuch a one as our ſelves 4; In ſtead 
T of railing up our thoughts to God), we pull downe God un- 
to our. thoughts : This is our Athez/me, this 1s our Preſumpti- 
* on; let us ſee it; and bewaile it, and be humbled for it. 
2 Uſe, Exa- Lettheſecond Ute be for Examination : Take occaſion 
GH, to enter into the Cloſet of our owne hearts, to fee how the 
caſe ſtands between God and us : This ſhon!d be a day of 
ſelf-ſcrutiny and felf-refle&ion, wherein we ſhould [mite * 
elci 31,19. 0n* our thigh with Epbraim, and be aſhamed, ——yea even confound- 
ed before our God ; It ſhould be a day wherein we — 
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our fallow ground f, ranſack every corner of our ſoules, and f Jer.4-3; 


came the infide of our hearts out unto the Lord, 

Let us therefore ſearch our hearts, and (itt our lives, whe- 
therthere be not thoſe finnes and abominations among us, 
which-ctheLord beholds with an eye of jealoulie : True it 
is; that Kingdomekillingifin of Idolatry (which God fo 

ſy chargeth on them in the Text, is in a great meaſure 
ſappreſied among us ; and, blefled be theLord,, who hath 

t it into the heart of this honourable-Parliamenc, to 
purge out the dregs of that leaven, which che Lord hates in 
kisvery ſoul,andto pull down that proud oppreffing P & x- 
Lacr,and thoſe prelatical popith Innovations,which were 
theprops and pillars of Idolatry : ) But are there nor other 
God-provoking, Heaven-daring, wrath-procuring tins yet 
unpurged out, which in the ſtght of God are very odious and 
abominable > May not God ſpeak to his Miniſters concern- 


ing England, as he does to Ezekiel ? 8 Son of man, cauſe Feruſa- g Exck; 16.2, 


lem to know her abominations : Let me inſtance in ſome parti- 
(ulats» | 


and{cornfull carriages, and ambitious aſpirements, pufling 
at Superiours, trampling on Inferiours, high conceits of 
.our ſelves, low conceits of others, as we had before this 


bloody war began : God hath pul'd us downe in our eſtates 


but he hath not pul'd downe our pride; we are brought up- 
0n our knees, but our hearts are not hymbled. - 


Secondly,'is there not-abundance of Hypocrifie among us? 2 Abominae 
which is another provokefull abomination ; for the Hypo= tion. 
rites in heart beap p wrath, ſaith the Scripture i: Now we # Iob 36.36-3. 
ae for the generalla hypocriticall Nation,and therefore a people 73+ 


if Gods wrath,as God ſpake of the Fews,Tja.10e5.We are a Na- 
tion full of wit,and therfore full of craft and guile;God may 


lay of us as he did-of Epbraim 5 * Epbraim compaſſeth me about k Hoſ.1 1.13; 
With lyes, and the bouſe of Tſrael with deceit ; We can give good 


words (they coſt us nothing) juſt as the 7ſraelites did, whom 


Firſt, is there not abundance of ſwelling pride, and that is 1 Abomina« 
aneabomination ; for every one that z5 proud in heart, is abomi- tion. | 
nation to the Lord, ſaich Solomon h ; We have yet as lofty looks h Prov.16.5e 


the Pſalmiſt mentions ; ! 1//her he ſlew them, then they ſought bim, 1 Pſal,78. 34; 
C 2 they =** 37» 
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they returned early & enquired after God,ec.But they did byt flatter 
bim with their mouth, and lyed unto bim with their tongues, for tiyj 
beart was not upright with bim, neitber remained they ſtedfaſt inhj 
Covenant : Here 1s a lively Image or repreſentation of wy 


- double-dealing with our God in the time of our ſtraights: 


We doe not ſeek God for God, but for our ſelves ; we doe na 
ſo nuch ſerve him,as ſerve our own turns of him;wepretend 
a willingnefle to be reformed, but when it comes tothe 
quick, to take Chrifis Yoake on our neck, to have puriy 
of Ordinances and power of godlineſſe meet together; to 
have ftriAneſfſe of Sabbaths and ſtriftneſſe of converſation 
kifle each other ; to have plain powerfull convincing hearts 
humbling,ſoul-healing preaching, now we ſhrink and dray 
back, _ are afraid of a refining Reformation ; this argues 
the difhoneſty of the heart. 

The truth is, we would faine have Religion and onrluſs 
together, we would have a Reformation that might ſuit 
with our owne humours, ends and intereſts, and make Re- 
ligion a ſhooe fitted to our owne laſt ; is not this tobe hy- 
pocriticall in our ends and aimes ? We come to heare Ser- 
mons juſt as they did in Ezekze?*s time 3 ®.Son of man,this people 
fit before thee as my people, they beare thy words, but they will wt dee 
them 3 for with their mouth they ſhew much love, but their beart goetd 
«fter their covetouſneſſe : So at this day, many of you will give 
us the hearing;but ye will doe what ye liſt :Ye come to jutge 
the Sermon, not to be judged by the Sermon (as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks in the like cafe, Fam. 4. 11+ If 'thou judge the Law, thou 
6rt not a doer of the Law, but a Fudge 3) Ye would have my 
Sermons and reproofe at a dittance, and love not thejew 
of plain-dealing : Look as men commend the ſwectneſſeot 
Roſewater, but ſtart and turne away if they be beſpinkled 
With it ; ſo ye love to heare the truth, and commend it, but 
tike not that it ſhould touch ye,or come too cloſe unto you: 
Ye come(on ſuch days astheſe)to hear your ways reproved, 
but have no ſerious purpoſe to have your wayes reformed; 

we may preach what we will,ye wil praQtiſe what ye pleaſe 

Is not this a piece of hypocriſic which the Lord abhor- 


reth-? FRE” 
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Thirdly, is there nor a great deale of impenitency ard flub- 3 Abomina- 
bornneſſe under Gods corrections ? Me thinks I heare the Prophet tions 

Jeremy complaining of us as he did of the Fewes in his time ; 

0 Lord thou haſt ſtricken them,but they have not grieved, thou baſt * je, oF 
conſumed them, but they.have.refu ed to receive corretion, they bave 

made their faces barder the a rock ,t-ey have refuſed to return:;There | 
is a ſpirit of inſenſiblensſſe* ſeized upon us,that we do not lay * zr:vpe xe- 
to heart one of the ſoreft of Gods plagues, one of the ſharp- 7 a5v2:oe. 

eſt of his arrowes 3 this man-devouring, land-deſtroying Rom.11.8. 
fword,, that hath eaten ſo much fleſh, and drunk ſo much 

blood; and is not: yet put up into the ſcabberd : We are like 

the Drunkard that Solomon ſpeaks of, © that ſleeps on the top of ® Prov-23-34, 
amuſt, and lyeth downe in the midſt of the Sea z they have ſtricken 3 
me([aith.be ) and T was not ſicke, they have beaten me, and I felt it 

1: Oh how provokefull is this to our God, and to the 

eyes of his glory, to ſee us a people ſo ſtupid, ſo ſenſleſle,:ſo 

lockt up in our owne hearts,*that neither fins nor milcries, 

nor meanes,nor mercies,nor word,nor ſword can work up- 

on us! : 

 Yeſhall read of ſome of Gods ſervants recorded in Scrip- 
ture, that have been more affefted with an evill threatned, 
then we are with a judgement inflifted : Look.on godly Jo- 
fab, he hath his heart tender and melting, when he heard 
the words of the Book of the Law 9 : Look on Habakuk , he 
hath his belly trembling and lips. quivering, and rottenneſſe 
entring into his bones Þ : Look on Taiab, his loynes are fil- ? Hab-3-16: 
led with paines, pangs took hold on him, as the pangs of a 
woman that travelleth,he was:bowed downe at the hearing 
of a hard viſion, he was diſmayed at the ſeeing of it 4 : Theſe 9 1421-3 - 
holy men were deeply.affefted with a calamity,that was but 
like to come upon them, but we are not ſenſible of a dread- 


0 2 Kin.22.17 


. full adgement that is already come upon us: 1 pray God 


a deep fleep from the Lord be not fallen on us, ſuch a one as 
fell on Saul and his Army 7, when the Lord purpoſed to de- r 1Sam'26.12 
liver Saul into Davids hand; r for we bear off at! Gods blows 
with head and ſhoulders, as Feruſalem did, when ſhe ſaid, 
"oe is me for my burt, my wound is grievous, but T (aid; Truly this 8 lex-10: 194 
v agriefe, and I muſt beare it 3 as it thee ſhould ſay, It is a bur- 

G23 den. 
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den,and I muſt beareit as well as I can:Doc but exanjjne,,, 
thoughts, conſider our fpeeches, Jook into our houſes, o. 
ſerve the generall deportment and carriage of men under 
this heavy judgement of a Land-waſting war, and you 

ſee that literally fnlfilled in our times, which che Prophe, 
e1ſa.42-25- ſpeaks of concerning 1/raelz * He hath powred upon him the fur 
| of bis anger, and the ſtrength of Battel!, and it bath ſet him on fire 
round about, yet he knew it not, and it burned him, yet he laid it mat 


to heart. 
4 Abomina» Fourthly, is there not a great deale of injufice and ofpreſſ 
tion, on yet among us? And 'this is a crying abomination; » 71, 


wv lames 5-4+ cryes of the oppreſſed enter into the ears of the Lord of Hoſts : Yet 
how many poore oppreſſed ones cry and cry againe, but are 
,not heard, nor remembred, nor relieved ; They have debts 
ducunto them, but are ready to ſtarve for non-paymen, 
they arediſtrefſed, but have no helper. 
Nay, are there not ſome that make no conſci. 
ence of paying debts, becauſe they are under 
© proteGfione. , 
 O that God had no cauſe to utter that complaint which 
w1f.59.14, he doth by the Prophet Taiab ; w Fudgement is turntd away bathe 
If _ ward, and Fuifice ſtandeth a far off, Truth is fallen in the ſtreets, and 
. Equity cannot. enter 3 and the Lord ſaw it, and it difpleaſed bim, that 
there was no judgement. 4 
Where the courſe of Juſtice is ſtopt, it is not for meto en» 
| quire, look TEE to that, to whom it belongs (for God 
- Pp \akc looks for itat Yo uk hands, whom he hath called* Gods, 
_ 2: © andhewillone day call yeto an account, and ſay, » Dv ye 
indeed Seat richteeaſm O Congregation ? Doe yee judge uprightly 
O ye ſons of men #) Only this fy. Seop the courſe of Jultice, 
and ye ſtop the courſe of a River that will overflow all 
Bounds and Bankes, and drowne the Countrey round 
about, | 
If the cryes of the oppreſſed be not heard, our proj 
and humiliations will not be heard ; ſo faith the Lord ex- 
{Awos zcom- prefly, 2 T defpiſe your F As T dayes, and Twill not ſmell in your 
Seb, $H27 ſolemne Aſſemblies,unleſſe Judgement run downe as waters, and righ- 
n Fr teouineſſe as a mighty ſtreame. | 
Fittly, 


—_ 
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Fiftly, have we not our Wildernefſe-provocations? So 5 Abomina- 
much murmuring and repining at the paſſages of Gods provi- tion. 
dence in theſe dayes of trouble, that God might juſtly ſwear 
Tour carcaſes ſpall fall in the Wilderneſſe, and yee ſhall never ſee the 4 Num. I 4-29 
Lad of Canaan : Are wenot extreamly unthanktfull in recei- 3% 
vingmercies ? and ſhamefully barren in improving mercies ? 
May not it be ſaid of us,as it was ſaid of the ingratefull Jra- 
- raclites, Þ They forgat God their Saviour,which had done great things b Pſal.106, 21 
in Egypt, wondrous works in the Land of Ham, and terrible things 3% 
by the red Sea : Even fo is it with us; we have in a manner 
forgotten the mervailous things that God did for us at Edge= 
bill,at Newbery,atMar$on-moore,atNazeby,famousNazeby,never - 
to be forgotten while we have a tongue to ſpeak the praiſes 
ofour God,for TH £ & x <did God break the Arrowsof theBow,the « Pfal.76.3. 
ſhield and the ſword, and the battel: Selah. There did God fo 
break the power and pride, and rage of the enemies, that he 
dealtwith them as hedealt with Pharaoh, 4 Sonne of man, d Ezck.30,21 
1 kave broken the Arme of Pharoh King of Egypt, and loe 
it ſhall not be bound wp to be healed, to put a rowley to bind it, to 
make it ſtrong to bold the (word : Yet all theſe mercies, mi- 
racks of mercies, and glorious ViRories have been made 
ſearce nine dayes wonder, Nay,worſe then this, We have 
provoked bim at the Seqzever at the red Sea ©: that is,In the ſenſe e Plal. 106.7. 
and under the fruition of fpeciall mercies, and extraordina- 
ry deliverances vouchſafed to us : We have not been better'd 
but rather made worſe by Mercies and Victories beſtowed 
on us : Gods gracious favours have been fnell to feed our 
pride and covetonſnefle, and contentton, &c. Showres of 
mercy have made the weeds of corruption grow the faſter : 
Such dunghilly hearts have we, that the more God ſhines - 
pn us with his mercies, the more we putcifie ; the better he 
hath been to us, the worſe have we been to him, and the - 
more he hath loved us, the lefſe hath he been beloved of us ; 
and doe ye thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh people and unwiſe fo — FDcur. 32.6. 
What an intollerable provocacion muſt this needs be ? 
This unthankfulneſſe and unanſwerableneſſe of heart to 
Gods gracions dealings and diſpenſations, it is Obex infer- 
aalir, (45 One cals it) a hellifh ſtop or bar to future favours : 
| A 
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A man that is about to poure in ſome precious oyle inty 
glaſſe, it he ſee the glaſſe crackt, he itayes his-hand, and 


- faith, I will poure no oyle into this glafſe : An-unthankfy 


6 Abomina= 
: ti0Ne 
g Rom.10.15. 


bþ Num.16.3. 


3 Acts 13.4 1. 


+ Acts 16. 17. 


heart is a broken glaſſe. 

- Sixtly, is therenat a notorious contempt of Minifters aul Mie 
niſtry among us at this day ? Heretofore yee- could ſay of 
Vinitr that were faithfull,s How beautifull are the feet of th 
that preach the.Goſpell of peace, and bring glad tydings of good thing? 
But now they grow out of credit and eſteem, 

Yea our very calling begins to be queſtioned and brought 
to the bar;and (fay ſome)Te take too much upon yesye Sons of 
vib; Too much ſtate and power, too much honour and ho- 
lineſſe,in appropriating theſe adminiſtrationsto your ſelyes, 
wherein all the people might partake with you. I dare bold- 
ly ſay, never was there in any age or Nation under Heaven, 
a greater contempt caſt upon this Ordinance, then thereis 
at this day, eſpecially by ſabtle and undermining Setarie 
and Seducers, who caſt dirt upon the very paps which they 
have ſucked, villifying thoſe Miniſters and that Miniſtry, 
whereby they were firſt enlightned. 

To whom I ſay in the words of the Apoſtle, i Take beedy: 
deſpiſers, and wonder and periſh : Ye read of a Damsjell poſleſſed 
with a devill,that cryed out concerning Paul and Silas (who 


were Miniſters of Chriſt) k Theſe men are the ſervants of the mſ 


high God, which ſhew unto ws the way of ſalvation : The Deyil 
himſelfe durſt not ſpeak irreverently or contemptuouſly of the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel] : Contempt of the Miniltry.there- 
fore is a grievous provocation, which God will not putup 
at our hands ; For when they mocked the meſſengers of God, andde> 
ſpiſed bis words, and miſuſed bis Prophets, T a E N the wrathef the 


{ » Cor.36.16 Lord aroſe againſt bis people, till there was no remed) 1. 


Now doth not God ſee all theſe finnesand 
provocations; and if he ſec, will heuot 
cenſure ? | 

I know the uncovering of this ſink of our abominations 
is unpleafing to you : Every unwelcome truth (though 1t 
proceed from the Father of lights) is looked on asabt 


itard, no man will owne it till ic be laid at his oyne our 
But 
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Batwhen God comes to charge theſe, or any of theſe abo- 


migatians upon the conſcience, then ye will begin to enter- 
zine thoſe ſad and ſeriqus thoughts that holy Job did; 
»//hat then ſhall I doe, when God riſeth up ? and when be viſiteth, m Job 34.14. 
what (ball T anſwer bim ? It is a ſmall matter for me (a poore 
mortall man like your ſelves) to reprove you, but when God 
reproves you, and ſets theſe things in order before your eyes ; how 
will ye hold up your heads before your Judge ? 

Let a word of exhortation therefore be welcome to you : 3 Vje, Ex- 
Two duties there are which this Doftrine prefleth on every Þortation. 
ſoule here preſent ; the Lord help us to-pur them in pra- 


= - 
Firſt, Let us ſee our ſinnes that God may not ſee them : x Duty. 
Le us behold them with forrow and ſhame, for our huami- _. 
liation, that God may not behold them in anger for our - hes __ 
condemnation : Let us ſet them before our face; that God yerizs $ _—_ 
may caſt them behind his back ; when David could feelingly 05S tu trg.rs i/- 
ſay, my ſin is ever before me, he might more hopefully pray, 14/03, # tw 
Hide thy face from my ſins, and blot out all my iniquitiesn : Cer- vs... _- 
taineit is, if we diſcover our ſins, God will conceale them, þ 061;vi/cere 
if weconceale our fins, God will diſcover them 9:; if we for- benefaforum 
etourfins, God will remember them ; if we remember our ©.2e# remi- 
jins, God will forget them e : Better it is for us to ſee our mſcetur;Remi- 
ſins here, and jxdge 9 our ſelves for them, then that Cod — 
| 3 rum, & Deus 
ſhould ſee them hereafter, and paſſe ſentence againlt us, to obliviſcetur. 
oureverlaſting horror and confuſion. | as q1Cor.il-3r 
Secondly, if God ſo exaftly take notice of all our tranſ- 2 Duty 
greſſions, Jet us learne this duty 3 to walk more warily and : 
vatchtully before our God ; let us walk exaftly, * as in his ” 4xg18u5 THe 
preſence 3 learne to eye and obſerve him at all cimes, in all $/747t71:» 
ations, in all companies, on all occafions : Thus did 4bra. £ph*l-5 1 5- 
bam, He walked before God : The Lord, before whom T walk (ſaith 5s Gen. 24.40. 
he) will ſend bis Angel with thee, &c. He did walk in Gods eye 
and preſence all the day ; And thus ſhould we doe: t Ought t Nch. 5.9. 
We not to w.lkhe in the feare of our God , becauſe of the re- 
proach of our enemies 2 Now if we did thus, what a curb or 


bridle would this be, to reltraine us from {inne and ſinfull 
courles ? D l 
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I have read a ſtory of ' a Religious man, who being de 
rons to reclaime an unchaſte woman from her lew! and: 
finfull converſation, took this courſe with her; Hecamer, 
her, pretending to have ſome wanton dalliance with her, 
it might be with all ſecrecy; ſhe thereupon led him ot 
room to roonsz but he ſtill made many doubers, leaſt at this 
window, or that key-hole, this crevis or that cranny, ſom: 


_ or other might chance to peep in-and'eſpy them together; 


at length ſhe brought him to the inwardeſt room in the 
houſe, where (faith ſhe) I am confident that none, upon 
life, can poſlibly pry in, or take notice of any thing thatys 
doe: Whereupon he told her with weeping eyes, Nobuty 
nor bars can keep God out, no wals nor doors can binder bis piers. 
eye-ſight 3 and what ſhall we gaine (faith he) by ſhunning the 
eyes of mien, when the eye of our God is ſtill upon us ? 

It was-good councell that a Rabbin gave to one of his 
Schollers : Thereare three things I would have thee re. 


memberal! the day long : 


An Eye that ſees thee : 
An Eare that beares thee : 


A Hani that Registers all thy Afions, 


So ſay T to thee (QO ſecure, fin-ſleeping ſoule) if thou 
canit find one houre wherein Gods eye is not upon thee, 
take that houre to be ſecure and finfull, to be merry and 
mad, to doe the Devils work with diligence, or Gods work 
with negligence: but if God's eye be alwayes on thee, let 


| thine eye be alwayes towards him, as the eyes of a maiden are 
v Pſal.123+2- unto the band of ber Mifirzs Y : If he watch over thee, doe thou 


watch-with him all the day long, and ſay of every place 
where thou commeſt, what Hagar ſaid of that Well, which 


»Gen16.14. ſhe called, v Beer-la-hai=rei, that is, The Well of bem that live 


and [ees me. 
I have been ſomewhat large in the firſt point, the other 
two I ſhall diſpatch with a quicker hand. 


Thels 


I 
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I9: 
Heſs frnnes and abominations provoke him to expreſſe his anger. Doctr. 2. 
in dreadfull Comminations 5 Woe unto thee O Ferujalem © 

thus God is ſaid To roare out of Zion * ; yea, ſo to roare, that's Joel 3.16. 
remakes the Heavens and the earth to ſhake and tremble; 

heis aid to: ſweare'in bis wrathy 3 to be anyry with the wicked » Plal. 95-11 
wer day 3 to whet bis (word, and bend his Bow, and make. it rea- "I 
fa : Now many curſes and commin:tions dy's God d? aÞh, 7.rryve. 
nounce againſt impenitent finners ? As, that they ſhall be 

Cured in the Cit), ad cur;ed in the Field ; curſed in their baket, 

ed in their ſtore, Þ &c. cur[ed in all they bave, and ail that they put b Deur. 28.16 
tir bands unto 3 yea, God threatens that he will curſe their 17-&c. 
Bleſſings © 3 he will make their wealth to be their woe, theic c Mal.z,z, | 
nicafure their poyſon, their flouriſhing their periſhing, and 

thoſe things which ſhould be for their good, hall be traps 

2nd ſnares, and thornes, and occaſions of falling, 


| | 1 © Provoketfull, 
Becauſe fin is to the Lord infininitely > 2 & Odious. —Reafpys. 
3 / Injurious. 


Firſt, it is fo provokefull, that it is frequently called a 
provocation 9, as being that wherewith God is exceeding- ry 
Ip grieved ©, fretted f, vexed 5, burdened b, reliſted i, for all J. 25%. 
Js y tt 3 E y TERRY UL Nehem. 9.18, 
theſe expreſſions the holy Ghoſt uſeth to ſet forth the pro- e Gen..6. 
vokefull nature of it, | f Exck.16.43 
The Rabbins have a Proverb, That every finne makes God's hr w - -- 
head ake. | | ; ky 
But we may adde.ſomewhat more, and fay, fin is not on- SST 
lyahead-aking, but allo a kind of heart-breaking unto 
God; it is that patheticall expreſſion which God himſelfe 
uſeth, Ezek.6.9. T am broken with their whoriſh heart, whic\ bath 


 Gharted from me. 


Yet take this Caution along with ye, when ye read that © ,1;1, 
Codisvexed and fretted, and provoked with heart-break- 
Ing griefe, &c. you muſt know, Anger in God, is not a pal 
lon as it is in us (for he is a hmple and unconpounded Ef- 
ſence, free from all paſſion and perturbation) but Anger in «© 
Gb is aWill or Inclination to puniſh 1g. ariſing from the dpteffati- 
Hh. 2 67 
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6x of fin : That as-man exprefleth his -anger in tits count. 
nance by frowning, in his ſpeeches by threatning, andjn 
his ations by puniſhing 3 ſo doth the Lord diſcover his an- 
ger alſo in the ſame manner; he frownes on the wicked,and _ 
k Pſa). 34.16. ſets his face againſt them * ;he threatens them with dreadfil 
t Jer-21.59- dennnciations !, and executes the judgements which he 
 mblal.9 16, hath threatned ®. 
Real. 2. Secondly, fin as it is very provokefull,ſo it is very loathfome, 
| therefore called in the Text 4bomination : No carcaſſe or car 
RX rion ſo loathſome in our ſight, as ſin is in the fight of that 
» Hab.1.13- God, who cannot bebold iniquity ® : Hence is God faid tout 
o Zech.11.8. thefinner, 9 My ſoule loathed them, and their ſoule al/o abborred 
p Levit.26.30 mez and he tels his owne people, Þ My ſoule ſpall abborre 
ou. = 
; Yea, ſo loathſome is ſin, to his pure and perfe& nature, 
that he hates it ina his owne children, as well as in ſtangers: 
[ct is true, 1t is not a hatred rellounding to their perſons, yet he 
hates ſin in them, though he doe not hate them for fin ; At 
the ſame time, when he dearly loves the perſon of a Beleever 
he deadly hates the fin of a Beleever : As when David com- 
| x mitted adnltery, the Text ſaith, The thing that David bad done 
EE Sam-IT» 1;GJeaſed the Lord 4 : Though Davids perſon was accepted, his 
PR. | fin was abhorred. | 
Reaſ. 3 As fin is very odious,{o is it alſo very injuriow to theGod of 
| eaven ;-In the leaft fin that can be committed, we doe the 
greateſt injury (for the kind of ic) unto God, that can be 
exprefſed ; becanſe in every fin there is an infinite Majeſty 
ended, an infinite Juſtice wronged, an infinite patience 
provoked,an infinite mercy abaſed,and therefore an infinite 
puniſhment deſerved. 7 
Beſides, in fin we often ariſe to a defiſing of God'; Whete- 
fore baſt thou deſpiſed the'Commandemenit of the Lord, faith God 
y 2 Sam.22.92 to David; Yea, to adeſpiting of God ; We'read of fome 
s Heb. 10.39. that doe d&fpite 16 the-fpirit of grace'ſ; yea further, to an imter- 
pretativedomineering or inſulting'over God 3; Thou bo made 
; 12.43.24 me to ſerve with thy fins'(aith God't; ) fin makes God afer- 
vant, and man a'Maſter : Nay yet more(if more bd; | 
- al 


Irony arme, then it wounds deeply : 
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14d) fn riſeth (with reverence be it ſpoken) to a dethro- 
ning of God, it ſtrikes at his Crowne and dignity, even ta 
nn-God himyif it were poſſible 5 Muſt not all this make God 


exceeding angry ? | 

Eſt, It Sill ſerve for our Inſtru&ion in two particu- 1 Uſe,for ih 
rs. 2 | rKT0Ns  . 

, The firſt is this 3 That it is a dreadfull thing to fall into eur 
the hands of an angry God, for he hath treaſures of woe 
and wrath laid tip in ſtore for thoſe that doe provoke him : 
I mt this laid up in ſtore with me, aud ſealed up inmy Treaſures v 7 v Deut.33.34 
True it is, when God is pacified, then it is better falling into the 
hands of God, then into the bands of men, for has mercies are great * ; x 2 Sam.2.4. 
Butif his wrarh be once kindled, then the finners in Zion ſhall 34+ 
be afraid, fearfulnefſe ſhall ſurprize the Hypocrites, who among us 
ſal dwell with the devouring fire,who among us ſhall dwell with ever= - 
laffing burnings Y 2 y1fa.33.145 * 

Othe deſperate folly and madnefle of preſumptuous ſin- 

ners, that dare ſtretc) out their hands againſt, God, and ſtrengthen 
themſelves againſt the Almighty (as the Scriptare elegantly ex- _ Y 

reſſeth it 2.) That dare run upon God, even on his neck, J®Þ 15-25, 
gun the thick, boſſes of bis Bucklers 3 that dare kindle that fire, *©* 
that burnes to the loweſt bell: Little doe theſe men think how « Deur. 32.23 
infinite the wrath of God is : 

| Intenſion, 


Infinite I ſay nd Extenſion. 


ap um—eummmms 


Satisfa&tion. 


Firſt, it is infinite in Tatenfion 3 for who knoweth the power of 
fly anger, ſaith Moſes Þ 3 it pafſeth the apprehenſion of men 6 Plal. 9o.rx. 
andfngels : That which is ſpoken of the glory reſerved 

'Sairits, is as true of the wrath reſerved for ſinners 3 Eye 


Bath 'not ſeen it nor eare heard it, neither can it enter into the beart of; _ 


Man to concerve it © : it muſt needs be ſo, being the anger of an © 1 Cor.z.9- 
infinite God : A dart out of a weak mans arme will wound 
the body, but when it-is ſhot out of a ſtrong Bowe, and-with 
7 infinitethen 
vill that wrath be, which ſeizeth on // eſſels of wrath ? When 
D3 Moune - 
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Mountaines and Mil-ſtones, of vengeance (hall.bet 
upon themn,/and that by an omnipotent hand 4nd outltretch.. 


"' 


ed arme, and fury poured out. | 
---'Secondly;'it is infinite in Extenſion or Duration ;it extends 
to all eternity x for the wrath of God is the very fuell that 
- * feeds thefireof hel (the breath of the Lord like a Rtreame of brim 
dIfa; 30.33. ſtone doth kindle it 4) now;that fire js an eternall firee ; {0 gr 
e Jude ver.7. as God ſhall be God, fo long ſhall that fire burne, andtha 
is for ever 3 yea(if it were potſible)more then ever,even ever. 
more. = | 
Thirdly, it is infinite in Satisfa&ion : Nothing 
— _ Natisfie or appeaſe that anger but an infinite price, eyen 
fr Per. x. 19. the precioas blood f of Jeſus Chriſt ; which being the bloodof 
a perſon that is God as well as man, is therefore called, Tj 


blood of God, Ats 20.28. 


Hearken therefore thou poore miſerable mor- 
tall worme, that makeſt it a ſmall mattert9 
kindle the infinite wrath of that God whois 
e Heb.r 2:29? a conſuming fire $. 


Know thus much, if God be angry, Angels ſtoop, Devils 
tremble, the Earth melts, and the very Heavens are rowled 

| up as a ſcrawle of parchment : 1/ho can ſtand before his indig: 
nation ? and who can abide in.the fierceneſſe of bis anger ? his fury is 
b Nah.1.6, poured forth like fire, . and the rocks are throwne downe before him; 
And if the denouncing or menacing of Temporall judgements 
be ſo dreadfull, what will the ſiffering of Ete-nall judge- 
ments be ? What will it be to.ſuffer the vengeance of eternll 
fire ? Thou art now ready to fancy to thy ſelfe,a God made 
all of mercy and compaſſion ; but if thou ſaw but the ſhadow 
of Gods wrath on a damned ſoule in hell, it would make 
thy heart ake, thy joynts quake, and rottenneſle enter into 
thy bones. 2 | . 


- 2 Inftruffion. The ſecond Inftruftion is this ; ſee the hatefull, hurtfull, 
dividing, divorcing nature of ſin, which ſets God and his 

: people at variance ;Iouriniquities have ſeparated between Jou and. 
3If.$9.2. Jour God i, gen wa Sin 


, "OM 
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; "Sin inthis reſpe& is far worſe then any crofle or calamity 
that can befall us 3 it is worſe then ſword or famine or pe- 
filence, or forrow, or fickneſſe,or poverty, or perſecution : 
Foraffliftions doe not ſeperate us from God: I am. perſwa= 
dd (faith the Apoile &) that neither death, nor life, nor. Angels, k Rom-8,31. 
nor principalities, nor power.S, 10 things preſent, nor tnzngs to comes, 
ſhall be able to ſeperate us from the love of God ; Bat fin can doeus 
that miſchiefe, which neither crofles nor loſſes, nor death, 
nor devil can doe. Fo 2 | 

Whence is it then that. we hug this Viper in our boſomes ? 

Oh that our eyes were open to ſee {in as-God ſees it, and 
then we ſhould loath {in.as God loaths:it.. 


Secondly, here is ſomething for exhortation* '  - , 2 Vſe, Exe 
_ This Doftrine hints to us:theſe two Duties. ', , hortation. 
Firſt, learne to juſtiftie the Lord in all.his threatnings/and 1 Duty. 
executions. | 
Give him the glory of his juſtice in. all his Adminiſtra- 
£1GNSs | 
The Lord has of late been ſore diſpleaſed with this Nati- 
on; He hath frowned on us in his anger, yeaghe ha's ſo roar- 
ed, that he ha's made the whole Land to tremble : He ha's « 
ſheged bis people heavy things,he ha's made us drink the Wine of aifo= 


niſbment | ; But in the midſt of all theſe ſad fignes and ſymp- / Pla! 60.3-- 
tomes-of God's difpleaſure, the Lord may ſay to us as he 
ſaid to Feruſalem 3* 'thy way and thy doings have procured theſe 1 Jer-4.18. 
things unto thee : and. we may ſay to God as Ezra doth 
In his penitentiall Lamentation 3 » New O our God, what ſhall #® Ez 9:19. 
we ſay after all this ? for we bave forſaken thy Commandements - == 
As if he ſhould fay, We-can-neither accuſe thy ſeverity, nor 
excuſe our owne iniquity. 

God delights not in thundering threats, nor breaking. 
blowes,nor ſevere proceeding&againſt his pe>ple; He doth not 
effic willinghy-o, or from his heart. as the Hebrew phraſe carries 9-1-3533 
it; ſhewing mercy is his proper work; Fulgement is bis ſtrange 
work Þ ; therefore when he comes in away of judgement, he p 11a.28,21. 
4 ſaid to come forth out of bis place 4 ,. implying thus mach ; q Micah 3 .32. 

| | That 

® 
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That then he is in the placethat he delights in, wheg hoc. 
7 Micah 7.18. in the Mercy-ſeat *. 4 | rs SE 

Ye read of a ſhaving Razor wherewith'God threatenshi 
people, Iſa. 7.20. but the Prophet tels ye, it is a Razor tha 
is hired, as if God had no Razor of his owneyhe delights no 
to have it or to uſe it; , E: 

It is Bernards obſervation, that God is-called Pater Miſeris 
cordiarum, the Father of mercies, becauſe mercy natural} 
proceeds from him, and is willingly beſtowed ; but heis ne- 
ver called Pater vindi&e, the Father of revenge, becauſe that 
is unwillingly inflifted : Look as Bees give honey naturall 
and ſting onely when they are provoked ; ſo it is with Goi 
ſweetneſſe flowes from his inward diſpoſition, harſhnefe 
onely from outward provocation 3; therefore complaine nat 
of God or his indignation, let us complaine of our (eyes, 
and of our own provocations. - | 

Secondly, we may by this DoQrine learne'this duty, viz; 
To tremble at Gods direfull denunciations : .7f the Lyon rar, 
all the Beafts of the Forreſt tremble : Shall God be angry, aid 
{hall not we feare and fall downe before him ? Shall God 
threaten both by his Word and by his Works ? His Word 
| a9” np what judgements we have deſerved ; his works of 

everity on others, telling us what we may julily expe for 
our miſcarriages ; and ſhall not this threatning awake us? 
ſhall his Rods be not onely ſhaken overus, but waſted on us 
and yet we ſtiffen our necks and harden our hearts againſt 
his feare ? God forbid : Feare ye not me, ſaith the Lord? will 
ye not tremble at my preſence, that have placed the Sand for the bound 
8 Jer.5-22+ of the Sea by a perpetuall decree, that it cannot paſſe it ? Feareye 
not my Word? Feare ye notmy Rod ? This 1s certaine, 
themore we triumph in preſperity, the more we ſhall treny 
ble in adverſity ; the leſle we feare 'Gods Rod, ther more we 
ſhall feel it, either here or lzreafter. 2. 
3 Vſe, for Thirdly, this Do&rine may be improved or initation 
mitation, bothto 


Miniſters and 


2 Magiltratess 


Firſt, 


" Heſeof Commons. Aptil 29. 1646. | _ 


Firſt, Miniſters by Gods own example, may threaten im- 
nitent {inners- | 
They, may come with a rod, as well as in love, and in the ſpirit 
of meckpeſſe * 3 they may be ſharp in reproving lin, foretelling : x Cor. 4:21, 
danger, and denouncing judgements : When the wicked are 
brazen fac'd in ſinning, Miniſters may be as brazen fac'd in 
reproving : Bebold (faich God to Ezekzelv) T have made thy v Ezck. 3.8. 
face ſrong againſt their faces,. and thy forebead ſtrong againſt therr = 
fareheads 3 feare them not, neither be diſmayed at their looks : We 
may ſpit fire and vengeance in the faces of obſtinate and un- 
reformed finners. 

Let no man ſlight this way as too legall; crying out Theſe 
are legdll Preachers, 8c. For our Saviour himſelfe trod in the 
ſame path, denouncing dreadfull woes againſt impenitent 
ſinners : * Y/oe unto thee Chorazin, woe unto thee Bethſaida, # Mar. rr.21. 


me untojou Scribes and Phariſes, Hypocrites 3 which is ſeven 


times repeated in one chapter y : And where doe you mzet 3 Mar. 23.13, 
with amore terrible ſoule-ſhaking Commination, then that *< 
of our Saviour in the ſame Chapter ? ver. 33. Tee Serpents, 
Je generation of Vipers, How can yee eſcape the damnation of hell ? 
Look upon Saint Pau”s manner of preaching ; though there 
was never any Miniſter of Chriſt more Evangelicall then 
he, yet he could ſpeak to ſinners as a Son of thunder, as well 
ana ſtill voice : Did he not thunder and lighten when he 
made Felix tremble 2 ? Does he not tell ſinners of the terrour LARS 24. 25* 
of the Lord *? and the dreadfulneſle of his wrath ? That he * » Cor.5.11: 
all come in flaming fire to take vengeance on all them that know not 
Gol, and obey not the Goſpell of our Lord Feſus Chriſt» And that 
luch ſbal! be puniſhed with everlafing deftrudtion, from the preſence 
if the Lord, and from the glory of bis power 2. 2 2 The. 1.8. 
Can Miniſters have a better pattern for their Preaching 79: 
n- ——_— then holy Pal, and the Lord Jeſus Chriit him. 
elte ? 
Secondly, for Magifrates, Gods Vice-gerents here on 
erth;they may and muſt ſhew their juſt indignation againit 
offenders and offences. 


When God hath pur authority into your hands : Firſt, 
| E ye 


bNch.13.21. ye muſt threaten offenders ; thus did Nehemiah ; heb tefife 
againſt Sabbath-breakers, and ſaid unto them, 1h lodpe ye 
about the wall ? If ye doe ſo againe,T will lay bands on you : It may 
pleaſe God your threatning may prevaile to preyent much 
{in, as Nebemzah's did : But if threatning will doe no 
then ye muſt proceed to 4 what ye ſpeak; thus did hety 
obſtinate and unreformed ſinners ; 7 contended with them (faith 
«© Nek. 13.25. hec) and _ them; that 15,pronounced a curſe againſt them 
that had taken ſtrange Wives ; yea, Ipluckt off their haire,and 
made them ſweare by God to reforme what was amille. Nay, for 
your encouragement, ye have a greater then Nehemiah, tobe 
a pattern to you, in the execution of Juſtice upon Delin- 
quents 3 ye have God himſelfe for your example; for ſee 
what God ſpeaks by the Prophet Zacharie 4, My words and 
my Statutes which I commanded my ſervants the Prophets, did the 
rot take bold of your Fathers ? What he pronounced in a way 
of commination, he made good in a way of execution. The 
& Pkal.9.16. Lord 3s knowne by the judgement that he executeth *, It is true, He 
threatens before he ſtrikes,but he will ſtrike as wel as threa- 
ten : ſo muſt yedo likewiſe. 
The Magiſtrates ſword muſt not be like a George on Horſes 
backe, alwayes threatning, never ſtriking 3 for be is the Mini- 
| ſter of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doth evill; 
e Rom-13-44 therefore he muſt not beare the ſword in vaine ©, But where head- 
ſtrongObſtinacy is added to grofle Impiety,he muſt at with 
Juſt ſeverity, in ſuppreſfling finne and finners, Turning the 
fPro.23-26, Wheele upon the wicked *, and cutting off thoſe rotten members 
that are incurable» | 
Burt I uſe all this heat to the inflaming of your zeale ; for 
© no other end, then what was Gods end in my Text, The. 
ſinners reformations And this lets me in to the conſideration 
of the third and laſt point which I propounded to yee, 
which is this: | 


Dofr. Z= Gods dreadfull Comminations againſt ſinne and ſinners, call for a 
ſpeedy Repentance and reformation. 
Firſt, they call for a Reformation : Wilt thou not be made 
cleane ? | - Secondly, 


"d 


SS 
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 Secondly;for a ſpeedy Reformation : hen will it once be ? 
For the proofe of this Point, the Scripture is abundant- 
ly plaine and pregnant. When God had threatned a dread- 
Uh udgement againſt his people, ſaying, Thus will T doe to 
thee © Iſrael 3 that is, I will deale with thee according to g Ames 4. r 2. 
chy deſerts 3 7 will take you away with hookes, and your poiterity A 
with fiſþ-bookes Þ, Hee makes this uſe of this ſad Doftrine 3 þ Ver 2. 
Becauſe 1 will doe thus unto thee, Prepare to meet thy God, O Tjrael : 
Meet me by repentance and Reformation, and meet me ſpee- ; 
dily, leſt it be too late i, Doe in this caſe as a King doth go 1 CUVEar PEx;- 
ing to warre 3 If he have but ten thouſand to meet his ene- n_— +—# choad 
my that comes againſt him wich twenty thouſand, be [ends t5a3 * 
at! embaſſage, and deſires conditions of peace'k, So doe thou ; If k Luke 14.31 
thon be not able.co match me by thy power (which is im- 3*- 
oftible ; for, How can thine heart endure, or thine hands be ſtrong, | 
in the day that Tſball deale with thee 1 2 then meet me by thy ; Ezck. 22.14. 
penitentiall Reformation 3 ſend prayers, and teares, and 
hphes, and groanes that cannot be expreſſed : ſend a deepe 
deteltation of finne, a freſh indignation againſt finne, a re- 
newed Reſolution to forſake finne ; ſend theſe (I ſay) as 
Ambaſſadours to deſire conditions of peace, leſt 7 breake thee 
with breach upon breach, and run pon thee like a Gyant =, And ws Job rs. 14. 
what. meanes the Prophet 7aiah by that quicke and ſmart 
ſpeech of his * ? If ye will enquire, enquire ye, returne,come ; as # Iſa.21,12, 
ihe ſhould ſay, What ye doe in the buſinefſe of Repentance, | 
doe quickly; as Moſes ſaid to Aaron in the like cale 9, Take oNum. 16.463 
«Cenjer and put fire therein, and Incenſe thereon, and goe quickely | 
unto the Congregation, and make an attonement for them, We may 
ſke the evidence of this truth in the grounds of it. | 
For firſt,the exerciſe of Gods patience,though it be long= Reaſon 1, 
laſting, it will not be ever-laſting : My firit ſpall not alwayes 
ftrive-with man y, faith God, concerning the ſinners before p Gen. 6.3. ! 
the flood. The ſpirit may ſtrive a great while wich ſtub. 
borne unreformed wretches,but he will not be alwayes ftri- 
ving: God patience may ſometimes be fo tyred out, that 
hemay ſay at a people, as the Prophet Feremie did of the 
7encs'in his time 3 4 The Lord —_ #0 longer heare, becauſe of the q Jer.44.2 2. 1 
| 2 | evill 
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evill of jour doings, and becauſe of the atominations which t 
committed, He may ſometimes be ſo prefled (ever » _ 
y Amor 3. 33. Preſſed under ſheaves * ) that the axle-tree of his patience m 
e broken, and then He ſball be ſuddenly conſumed that Pally, 


s Subitztolti- be ſpeedily reformed 1. Nay yet more,Gods patience may ſome. 


eur ,q#i din t0- times be ſo abuſed, that he may be angry with his Owne 
children, and ſay to them as our Saviour ſaid to his Dif. 
; Mar, 17-1 7. ples, * How long ſball T be with you £ How long ſhall 1 Ciffer 


leratare 


ou ? | 

Reaſon2. Secondly, Reformation ſhould prevent Deſolation ; Be. 
cauſe God had rather have his Judgements prevented then 

inflicted. Hence it is, that He threatens deſtruftion that he 

may not deſtroy usz Bebold, I frame evill againſt jou(Caith the 

Lord) and ra" 4 a device againſt you 3 Returne ye now every uy 

v Jer.18.11. from his wicked way, and make your wayes and your doinss prov, 

Reaſon 3} Thirdly,delayes in Repentance are exceeding dangerous, 

| The habics of finne are more ſtrengthned ; the powers and 
faculties of the Soule are more weakned and wounded; and 

God himfſelfe is more provoked to give up a people to their 

w Pſal.81.12 owne hearts lu w : to give them over as deſperate and incy- 
x Rey. 22.11- rable,and to ſay in his juſt anger and indignation, * He thy 
is filthy, let him be filthy ſtill. When Jeruſalem became as a boys 

ling pot, whoſe great ſcumme went not forth ont of her; 
(judgements would not mollifie her nor 'bring her to re- 
pentance) the Lord is extreamly angry, and tels her plain- 
y Ezek.24.13- ly, y Becauſe I bave purged thee, and thou waſt not purged ; thou 
| ſoalt not be purged from thy filthineſſe any more, till Thave cauſed my 
fury to reſt upon thee. Oh how dolefull and deſperate is ſuch 
a Condition ! which of us doe not trembles at thy appre- 

henſfion of it ? | | | | | 
Now this Dottrine may be thus improved: | 
3Uſeef Re- Firſt, It frames a Bill of Indiftement againſt us,who have 
prebenfion, or had warning after warning, threatning upon threatning, 
Complaint, blow after Blow, yet are an impenitent and unreformed 

people to this day. | 

Hath not God trained us up in the Schoole of Infirudion for 
many yeeres together ? No Nation under heaven ha's = 

| 0 
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any faithfill Watchmen, ſo many painfull, powerfull 
027 England ha's had. N o people upon earth ha's 
lived under ſuch ſweet ſhowers and ſunſhine of the glorious 
Goſpell of Chrift as we have done. 

Hath not God trained us up in the Schoole of Corre@tion ? 
comtimes he ha's come with the Beeſome of Pef7ilence, which 
has fwept away thouſands, and ten thouſands in our ſtreets; 
fmetimes he hath ſmitten us with blaing and mildew, dearth 
of corne, and cleanneſſe of teeth, in man places of the King- 
Jome ;and to goe no further, we now lye under a ſharp Iron 
whip, a bloody unnatural inteifine warre, which ha's made the - 
whole Land to tremble ; we have been a moath-eaten King- 
Jome almoſt twenty yeers together, for ſti we were wa- 
ſing anddeclining, but in theſe four laſt yeers God ha's bin 
25a Lyon tearing us to pieces, Hoſea 5, 12, 14+. Alas, alas! 
Our young men have been ſlain-with the edge of the ſword, 
our Widowes have bewailed the lofle of their husbands, our 
Orphans have bewailed the loſſe of their Parents, and þ' 


ſink of our Camps have come uf into our nofrils 2 ; We have had x Amos 4, 10- 


fad and mournfull meſſages; of Villages plundered, houſes 
fired, Brethren impriſoned, Women abuſed; eſtates devour- 
ed, whole Counties waſted; yet after all theſe verball and 
reall warnings, after all this ſorrow and ſmart, and wrath, 
andblood, our drofſe and ſcumme is not taken away, our 
leprofies yet abide upon us ; there is yet as much ſwearing 
and lying, deceiving and diſſembling, as: mnch' pride'and_ 
anjnttelle ſelt-ſeeking and ſelf-confidence, diſcord and 
diſention among Brethren, as there was before the warre - 
an ;ſo that God may juſtly and angrily ſpeak to England 
a hedoth to Feruſalem in the Text, Wt thou not be made clean? 
when will it once be?Yea,theLord may juſtly take up that com- 
plaint of us, which he doth of the ewes in Feremiah's time; 
*They are Braſſe and Tron (baſe and drofſie mettall, good for 
nothing) the belſowes are burnt (the lungs of my meffengers 
ae ſpent with ſpeaking to them) the Liad i :conſumed of the 
fire,the Foynder melteth in vain, for thei wickedneſſes are noi pluck= 
ed away, ( all the paines -and Jabour that hath been ſpent 
| E 3 about 
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about rcfining of them is loſt 3) Therefore reprobate floge ut 
men call them, becauſe the Lord bath rejeed them, 

Bluſh O Heavens, and ſtand amazed O Earth, that a peg- 
ple ſhould have ſo many inſtructions, corre&ions, warn; 
and awakenings, woundings and breaking blowes, ye 
ſhould remaine ſo unreformed ! God {peaks in anger, ye 
we heare not ; roares from. Heaven, yet we feare not ; ſp; 


us with his rod, yet we feele not 3 yea, ſtroke upon froke 


_ yet welay it not to heart: For this ſhould our eyes drop 


downe teares, and we ſhould in the bitterneſle of our ſpirit 
cry out with Ezra, Þ Bebold O Lord, we are before thee this dy i 
our treſpaſſes, for we cannot ſtand before thee becauſe of this, 

In the ſecond place, let a word of Exhortation take h6l4 
on your hearts, ( and what I preach to others, the Lord 
grant I may praice in my owne ſoule) Let us ſtudy a part 

cular Reformation in our hearts and houſes ; let us doe a 
God adviſeth Feruſalemz < O Jeruſalem waſh thine heart yum 
wickedneſſe, that thou mayeſt be ſaved ; Let every one of us doe 
as Facob did, when God called upon him to pay his vowez, 
which he made in the dayes of his diſtreſſe, Gene 352, Then 
Facob ſaid unte bis bouſhold, and to all that were with-bim, Fut ang 
the ſtrange Gods that are among you, and be cleane, and change yur 


garments» Oh that Joſbuab's reſolution were fixed and faſt 


ned on the hearts of all that heare me this day z 4 As for me 
and my bouſe, we will ſerve the Lord. The City would ſoone 

cleane, if every man would ſweep at his own doore. 
Thinke with your ſelves therefore, that ye ſee God mu- 
ting that be. may be gracious to you ©. He waits till ye meet him 
with repentance, that he may meet you with deliverance, If 
ye were but fitted for. mercy, he would beſtow a full mercy 
on you. Thinke that ye heare him this day wooing, in- 
treating, inviting, beſeeching you to-'come in, and ſtand 
out no longer, We are Ambaſſadeurs for Chriſt, as if God did br- 
ſeech you by us, &rc fo O admirable and unheard of condel- 
cention, that the Ceator ſhould beſeech the creature, that 
the King of eternity,whole glory is lifted up; above the heavens 8, 
ſhould intreat wormes and duft.to be reconsiled.” 2, 
| X 


Nay yet more, Looke on God not onely intreating, but 
expoliulating, Or reaſoning the caſe with you, as he doth 
with Ephraim, O Epbraim what ſhall F do unts thee 2 O England h Hol. 6. 4. 
row ſhall] dealowich thee ? Have ye beeneuncleane, and 
gill yebe ſo i]? Are your former iniquities and pr ovo- 
cations (before the warre began) too litdle for'yon, but that 
will adde iniquity to iniquity, and rebellion to rebel- 
lion? As the tribes of T/racl reaſoned in the like caſe ; i 1s 7 Joe 22-17, 
the iniquity of Peor too little for us, from which we are not clenſed *** + 
will this day.3 but. that ye muſt turne away from following the Lord, 
ad make him wrotb with the whole Congregation ? 
Laſtly, looke upon God not onely expoſtulating with 
you, but alſo lamenting your folly and lofſe; © O that thou k 11.48.18. 
hiſt barkzed to my Commandements! then had thy peace: beene as a 
rivergand-thy righteouſneſſe as the-waves of the Sea.It is ChryſoFoms- 
obſervation upon my Text, that when God:was now/about' 
tpuniſhthem,he do's pitty them 1; he do's as it were Weep 1 Ea} ol; x0- 
over them, and compaſlionately mourne for them ; hen,0 AaToue'oms 
whenwilit.once be ? juſt as a tender-hearted father that ha*s' 4.1,35 Gags 
but one Sonne, and that Sonne untoward and untrafable, x derwTe _ 
betakes the Rod.into his hand, but withall he ha's teares in ea&57 Chrvio 
his eyes, ſaying, How ſhall 1 ſcourge thee my Son ? How 1; locum of 
ſpall Tyrve thee #p (to Ruine) O Epbraim ! How ſball T deliver ; 
thee (into the hand of thine enemies) O Tirael ? How ſhall I 
make thee a Admah ? how ſball T ſet thee as Zeboim ? mine heart ir 
tured mitdin me, and my repent ings are kindled together * ? * Hoſ.r 3.9, 
Doth all this nothing move us, nothing melt us? Are "F 
we in love with wrath, and death, and danger? Are we 
willing to periſh ? to be made a hiſſing, a reproach, and an a- 
fmiſbment to all other Nations ? Know ye not that one fi 
unrepented, unreformed will doe us more miſchiefe then 
al ourenraged Enemies can doe us? One finne in forcing 
the Lzvites Concubine to death(it is one of the ſaddeſt Sto- 
ries that ye meet with in all the Scriptures) occaſioned the 
laughter of 'XV. Tyuo us anD Mz Nm®;and-thatis more Joon ae 
(Ibeleeve) then the ſword hath devoured in this Kingdome » "IL 
thelethree yeeres, Know ye not that without Reformation 
x there 
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there will be no Pacification? Ye readin Tja.9.12.that thoy 
the Syrians before, and the PhiliFines behinde had devoured 
Tirael with open mouth, yet Gods anger was not turned away by 
his hand was ſtretched out ſtill, But why would not God be pa- 


Cified after all that calamity which fell upon them? the reg 


{on followes, verſe 13. For the people turneth not unto bim tha 
{miteth them, neither doe they ſeeke the Lord of hos. So long as 
we have a rebellious hand to ſtretch out againſt God, (0 
long will God have a revenging hand to ſtretch out againk - 
us : If he doe not bend us, he will breake us. Nay yer more, 
without Reformation, we can expeCt nothing but a deſola- 
tion, Be thou inffrufted, O Iruſalem (faith God =) left my ſoule * 
_— thee (or be —— from thee, as the Hebrew 
phraſe emphatically expreſleth it 2 ) left I make thee deſolate, « 
Land not inhabited. Obſerve here, though a peoplebe a 
neere to-God as the Arme is to the ſhoulder-blade, yetif 


they doe not heare the rod, and learne inftruftion, and be 


reformed, Hee will be looſed or diſioynted from them, cut 
them off from his hand, and make them deſolate. And tell 
me ('Sirs) are ye willing to tyre out Gods patience that do's 
preſerve-you ? when ye ſtand but upon one bough of a tree, 
(Gods | +> hdaners or long-ſuffering) which bough if it 
were broken or cut downe, Ma ſhould fall into all woe and 
miſery, both here and hereafter, Are ye willing to cut down 
that bough ? Will ye objerve lying vanities, and forſake yuu 
owne mercy p ? Will ye provoke God to ſay in his diſplea- 
ſure, IT will ftretch out my band againſt thee and deffroy thee; I 
am weary with repenting, 4 ? Oh give God leave to glorike his 
name in your Reformation, rather then in your ruine and 
deſolation. - 

Queſt. It may be you will ſay unto me, What is that Re. 
formation thar is required,and ſo earneſtly prefled upon us 
this day? | | 

Arſw. 1anſwer briefly, It is the purging away of whatlo- 
ever doth defile the Soule, 

Errour in opinion. 
As «<lInordinacy of Aﬀection. | 
Jordin ein Converſation. For 


W Horſe of Commons, April 29. 1646. 
"*. For the firſt, Doe ye thinke Errours in judgement ſmall 
matters, Or _ not to be regarded ? Know ye not that 
rare exccedin 
R wy or Y Dangerous in their Nature. 
2h CeCDamnable in their Effedts, 
| _ Firſt, they are daygeroms, becauſe they bewitch the Soule : 
| Ofooliſþ Galatians, who ba's bewitched you that you ſhould not obey — 
) the truth 3 yea, they corrupt and defile the ſoule : IT feare , Gal.z,r. 
= (ich the Apoſtle 1) leaſt your mindes ſhould be corrupted fiom the s » Cor. 11.3. 
f fimplicity that is in Chriſt : Errours and Idolatries agree in 
this, they are boch of them the defilements of the conjugall 
Bed; they make profeſſors turne Strumpets,: and ceaſe to be 
| loyall Spouſes of Jeſus Chriſt : Yea moreover, they hinder 
thegrowth of grace In the ſoule ; as the worme at the root 
of ; hinders the growth of the tree, or weeds ſprout- . 
jag up with the corne, hinder the growth of the corne : 
| Hence is errour compared to a Canker or Gangrene * which e 2 Tiw.2.17 
conſumes the fleſh 3 ſo doth errour conſume or eat out the 
heart of grac® : Oh that ſad experience did not {et ſeale to 
this trath ! but we ſee it daily (and may grieve for what we 
ſee;)That many Chriſtians, who formerly have bin forward 
profeſſors, & haue ſeen ſome beauty in ſpiritual things, and 
taſted of the heavenly gift, yet when once they are caught in this 
ſnare of errour, they loſe the ſavour of grace, and fearfully 
- ether from the profeſſion, or from the power of godli- 
neſſe, 
Secondly, they are damnable in their effefts : For it is well 
obſerved by Divines v , That corruption in judgement is as # Maſter Hi!- 
bad, nay worſe, then corruption in manners , eſpecially {7/47 on Pr. 
where the mind ha's been enlightned with the knowledge of } 1-9-7027 _ 
the truth. Leprofie in the head was of all other Leprofies : 
tiemoſt dangerous and deftru&tive : v The Prieſt ſhall pro- w Lev.13-44- 
Wince bim utterly ancleane (faith the Lord) bis plagae 7x in bis | 
bead: He was uncleane if he had the Leproſie in his hand or 
feet ; but if it were in his head, then he was utterly unclean. 
Laoke as the Soule is the excellency of man, ſo the intelle- 
Gall parts the excellency of the Soule ; It is the Candle sf 
| | $ 
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Pro. 20.27- the Lord,as Solomon cals it 7 a light ſet up to dire& the whol 
man in the way that he ſhould walke in : Now as our % | 
__ viour reaſons in the lixe caſe, If the liybt that is in'thee be larks 
e Mar.6.23- neſſe, how great is that darkueſſe *? So here, if the minde and 
julgemenc be corrupted, . how great is'that corruption? I, 
God's feare therefore, let all errours be avoyded, as Saas 
v 2Tin.2,26 ſnares (for ſo the Apoſtle cals them » ) wherein he entanglez 
the underſtandings of ſeduced men. | 
| For the ſecond, viz. Inordinacy of Aﬀection 3 ſuch as finfut 
feares, ſenſuall delights,carnall contentment, creature-con- 
fidence, felte-Jove and felfe-feeking, earthly mindedneſe 
and tbe like 3 they muſt all be renounced, if we our ſolve 
would be reformed. It is a golden Rule of the Apoltle (the 
Lord give us hearts to walke by it) in 1 Cor. 7. 30, 31, Le 
them that weepe be as thoug) they wept not, and they that rejoyee 
thozgh they rejoyced not 3 and they that buy as though they puſſſed 
was us 2272= 710t 3 and they that uſe this world, as not over-ufing it », When z 
| paper, Pifture is paſted to a wall, it you offer to plucke it awy, 
Kerum fluza> you teare It in peeces 3 but if you ſer it in a frame, you may 
rum immode- remove it as you pleaſe : So, when our hearts are glewed 
+ xt ps to creature-comforts, we loſe our hearts in the uſe of them, 
_—_ d ©* and teare our hearts in parting with them ; But, if ou 
' hearts beſet in a holy frame of ſpiricuall Moderation, we 
{hall neither over-joy them, while we have them ; nor over- 
grieve when wecome to want them. - © 
For the third, viz. Sinfulneſſe of converſation : This mult 
be abandoned ; Ic is not enough to bewatile the'Sinnes that 
ye have committed, but ye mult alſo forlake the ſinnesthat 
 ..-., - ye have bewayled; Eee that confeſſeth and forſaketh bis fines 
x Pros 28.13. foall finde mercy*. All Groſſe ſinnes malt be forſaken in pra 
7 Epheſ.5.3: * Rice ; Let them #ot be once named among ye, as beconmeth Saints), 
Sec iſa.30.22 The leaſt finnes (even ſinnes of thought) muſt be forſaken 
both in Aﬀe&ion by loatbing of them, and in Reſolution by 
« Ats11..23- trjving againſt themzcleaving untoGod with full purpoſe of beart% 
« Pſ.119.128 and hating every falſe way #. | 
Oſt But how, or by what Meanes may the worke of 
Reformation be carried on, both in publick and private, 
Church 


% 
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Church and State, in our hearts and houſes ? 

"Anſw Let us carefully and conſciencioully make ufe of 

theſe Meanes: 

' Firſt, let us be bumble to the duft for our former failings ;z and , Helpe, 
particularly that our Spirics have not been upright or ſtedfaſt 

with our God 3 that we have not payd the Vowes which we 

made unto him in the day of: trouble : Like little children, while 
we were under the rod, we made faire promiſes ; but the 
rod (in a great meaſure) is removed, and yet we are not re- 

formed. x 

Secondly, Looke often on our Covenant, and take hced of 2 Helpe. 

breaking with that God who heepes Covenant with us, Þ and b N-h.1.5, 
accurately eyeth and obſerveth al the juglings of our hearty” 
Who among us doe not tremble ar the itory of Zedekiab, of 
whom God ſpeakes thus (after he had broke his Covenant 
which he had made with Nebuchadyezzzar King of Babylon <) © Exck.*7.15 
ſhall Zedekiah proſper ? ſhall be e/cape that doth 'uch things ? or hs: 
ſball be breake the Covenant and be delivered ? No, even in the 
midſt of Babilon ſhall be dye, 
| Memorable is the ſtory of UVladiſlaue King of Hunvary 9, d Tu: kiſh Hi- 
who having made a League with Amurath the Turkiſh Empe- WE ENT 
rourfor ten yeeres ; upon the periwalion of a Cardinall 
called Julian, who abſolved him from his Oath ; he brake 


. his League: Hereupon comming to fight againſt Amurath, 


He fora while prevailed,and had like to have got the vito- 
ry;bot Amurath ſeeing the great ſlaughter of his men,pluck- 
edthe writing out of his boſome, wherein the League was 
contained, andholding it in- his hand with his eyes litt up 
to heaven, ſaid; Bebold thou crucified Chriſt, This is the League 
that thy Chriſtians in thy Name made with me, and now have viola= 
te; If thou be God (5 they ſay theu art) Avenge the 'wrong done* 
thy Name"apd kno: --Inſtantly after; in the very faine Bat- 3 & 
HWANG; that had broke the Leagie;(laine; -and: 
his Head carried on the poynt of a Launce through their Ci- 
ties! a#a token of the 'T#rhes Trophee.' Now is it ſo dread- 


r 


fully Citeto breake Covenant: with men What is'/it to. {| 
Chyenatit with that' God, who can caſt Sou'e dtd Body fot 0 
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into hell fire * Certainly, if we breake our Covenant, due 
Covenant will breake us. Se 
3 Helpe. - Thirdly,Ler us get more publickneſſe of fiirt, to ſay with the' 
e Pal) 37-5.” Pſalmiſt, © If I forget thee, O Feruſalem, let my right hand forget 
ber cunning. Let all private intereſts be drowned in publick 
concernments 3 -looke as when publicke men have a private 
ſpirit, it is a great curſe unto a Kingdome ; ſo when priite 
men have a pablick ſpirit, it is a great bleſſing : let that he 
f ASs 13. 36, our honour which was Davids, f ts ſerve our generation :; tobe 
be uſefull in the times and places whereinto God ha 
calt us. | 
4 Helpe, | Fourthly, Study anity and unanimity, that in the caule of 
God and Goſpell ye may all have one heart, and one hand, 
and one minde, and one mouth : Doe as the Tribes of J- 
g Judg.20 8, raecl did in a publicke cauſe, s They all aroſe as one man, Sureit 
is, there is not one plot or proje& wherein the Devill more 
labours or beſtirs himſelfe, then this, How he may caſtina 
bone of Diviſion, blow the coles of contention, and breake 
the band of unity among Brethren : Therefore looke how 
farre any man nouriſheth the ſpirit of diſcord and diſſenti- 
on in his breſt, ſo farre (I dare tel] him from the Lord) heis 
Inftrumentall to the Devill :. Boards joyned together make 
a Ship, difioyned, they cauſe: Shipwracke : Agreement 
mong Chriſtians builds up feruſalem, om puls it 
downe : In the building of Solomons Temple, there was n9 
noyſe; neither hammer, nor axe,, nor .any tuole of. iron-was heard 
b'1 Kings 6.7 while #t was in building b ; O that in ſetting up the |building 
of Reformation (for which we have lift up our bands to.themd 
bigh God.) there might be no noyle of jars or janglings, crol» 
fangs or thwartings, envyings or hart-burnings.  ..; .... 
- Taftly., Get, zour hearts. fired, with a burning lave. { Giri 
and .an.enflamed zeale for-his honour, and. advancement jot. 
: Forres, the worke of Reformation, that ye may be fervent inflirit3 
ſeething hor, a Feculiar people zealous of good workes * :_ and remember this 
Rom.12.11. for your encouragement. If every thought of, your heats 
& Tit.2-14. were arapture, and every; ward an cxtafie, and every.a0tion 


5 Helpe, 


ſacrifice; If ye had a thouſand lives to ſpend for Chrilt 
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ten thouſind oftars to Jay down at his feet; Bf ye did Bend 


nd were Pentin his ſervice, Heis able abundantly to recom» 
pence you both here and hereafter z Tour labour ſhall not be in 
vtine in the Lord 3. | LT: | 

 » Todraw to a contlafron. | 


I 1 Cor.15.38 


Letme winde up the three Doftrins on one Bottome,and Particular 
Application to 


fo addrefle my ſpeech to you (Noble S EN A f-0R s) whom 
_ kys honoured; and berruſted withi fo great a Worke, 


as the ſteering of our Ship in a ſtorme, and the ſetling of 


a poore tottering, trembling Kingdome :: Ye have heard; 
- "Sees all our Provocations 4, 7 


That God &Breatls ont againſt w'biv comminationsd, © Þ 2 Point. 


.  /CadPs aloud for ſpeedy Reformation'e. * 
| beſeech you as a poore Meſſenger of Jeſus Chriſt, lay 
theſe things. to heart, and apply them to your owne 
For example : Firſt, Do's God ſe all your wayes'with 


an ithphbctiall eye ? (for he accepts not the perſons of Princes, nor 


repatdeth the rich more then the poore ® ; ) Then give me leave !8 Job 3415+ 


to propound that queſtion to you which the Prophet Oded 
#ltothe men of Iſrae], 2 Cro.28.10., Afe there hot with' you, 
even with you, ſinnes againſt the Lord your God 7: T come not hi- 
ther, eiſer to accuſe or to (&njure any of you : (There is a 
witnefſe within you will doe the one ; there is a Judge above 
you, will doe the other : )- But ye will ſuffer me to intreat 
you, to Beſecch you by the Lord Feſw# Chriſt, and our” Fathering to 
bin afthat great day, T'o be trueto your owne fpirits;to 160k 
Into your owne hearts,and twitch 0vet your own ways, 
thatye give no occaſion to the Lord to'fay, Tbave ſeene' the 
qmocations of theſe or theſe Parliament men. '- © 


the Members . 
of the Honate 


rable Houle. 


21 Point. 


c 3 Point. 


' Take heed therefore, left Chy the dignity of 'yorrplates) | 


geater your places are;the greater miſt yotir reckoning be. 


Gil with a ftraight:foor, to walke up/ightlyc according 46-the 
ho Goſpel :* Refnember thit ect of k iy 

Tm) tony paths,.thvk Yerreſt'le prout wpint the Verkes of my 
MY F 3 feet. 


|,'Be! earefull 3850.7» (to uſe the ApoRties phraſen Y to » Gal. 2.1 4+ 
76h) bIPFbon tanks 9 Job 13-27. 


2 Plal. 44-21. 
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feet. If ye doe bug tread awry, or {tep out of thats 
God hath;appointed. you to. walke, in; Shall not Non 
this out ? for be knowes the ſecrets of the hearty? © 

| Let there be none among you, that drive on your gyp 


| particular defignes, and ſerve God and his cauſe nofunke, 


42. = : 


then they-ſerve your owne ends and intereſts : Do not{pary 


' thoſe whom,God would not have ſpared ; (It coſt 4b dew. 


when he ſpared Benþadad 43 Ood'tels him, Thy life-ſhul A 


F þ 


... for bis life; and thy people for his people. ) Doe not "diſcourage 


thoſe whom God would not have diſcouraged. 
" Bewareleſt out of .Cowardize or carnall feares, out f 


 - - finfull complyance and conformity to the wils of men, je 


TorEtR ATE what God wouldnot have Tort x ares 
for I conceive it, worthy the conſideration of the wiſeſ, 
whether the Devill would not thinke he had madea good 
bargaine, and gained well by the Reformation, if he could 
—_—_ the Prelacie for an Vniverſall =: -. od 

.. Take heed, leſt there be any found among yon, thatarg 


_ zealous for vindicating Civill Liberties, but when Church. 


government comes to be ſctled, ye ſhrinke and ſtart, and 
withdraw the ſhoulder, as being afraid of a, Reformation 
that-will be too ſtrift.. 


what therein will beare the ſtampe of divine Authority, ay, 


 chen-mpke a falemniprofetiiqn, and proteſtation,ch 


5«YbeLard bg. 56 en bfull, wineſſy betweene if-99 0:88 


ngsgi for the which;the-Loxd, thy Gad fpallſend 


C 


bo 


Hens Bp IT 646, 
ſaythey to this Meſſage ? You'may ſee Chap. 432. They 


as extreamly angry with the Prophet, and give him the le 


ro his face 3. Thou ſpeakeſt falſly 3 The Lord our God hath nat ſent 
thee to [yy Got riot into Egypt to ſojourne there. Whereupon the 


Prophet tels chem plain!y, Chap. 42.20. Te diſſembled in your - 


Wert; tpben ye ſent me to the Lord to inquire for yous © 


' Obſerve here, If the Prophets counſell had ſuited with: 


their owne Principles, ends and intereſts, then they would 


have followed his advice : but becauſe it did notythey ſcorn- 


fully rejeRX It; _ T0 RE. 
Now God forbid that there ſhould be any among You 
that ſhould thus double and difſemble with God in your in- 
quiry 3 But it there be any ſuch among ye, or if this or any 
of theſe ſecret finnes before named, . doe cleave to your 


hearts or lives ; I teſtifie to you in the preſence of God, 
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what Moſes did to the Reubenites ©; Behold, yee have ſin- 5 Net. 32-2.3- 


ned againſt the Lord, and be ſure your finne will finde you out. 
Againe : Doe our finnes. yet threaten us with a Woe ? 
- Thenſet me beſcech you (Honourable and Beloved) ſtudy 


to beſo many Moſeſes to ſtand in the breach t, between God's * Plal.106.23 


wrath and a finfull people. I know it is Chriſt alone that 
candoe this mer:toriouſly (for Moſes in this was a type of 
Chriſt) but ye may doe it inſtrumentally, as Phinebas did by 
exciting judgement, Numb.25.11. Phinehas the ſonne of E= 
leazar, bath turned away my wrath from the children of Irael,wbile 
he was Zealous for my ſake among them. | 

Shall I ſpeake my feares to you ? Truly I feare, Though 
God ha's brought us to the skirts of Canaan, to the Haven- 
mouth of our deliverance, yet we are ſtill ſo unreformed, 


that we lye under that Woe which is denounced againſt the. 


Cheretbites v, viz. That the word of the Lord is againſt ws 3 even v Zeph.2.5. 


that word which I ſpake of before in Iſa. 8. 12, 13. His an- 
ger is not turned away, becauſe we turne not to bim that ſmites 
w, Now it the Word of God be againſt us, it is more 
then if France, and Spaine, and Germanie and all Chrigtendom: 
were againſt us, -- 
Therefore that Gods anger may be turned away by a 
| ſpeedy 
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| ſpeedy Reformatianzdo ye endeavor to promoxe it wich a 
your might;follow the example of that godly King Hewy; 
w 1 Chro.31 ;þ, w }YFhatever be did in the ſervice of the bouſe of God, and is F 
3 I. Law, and in the Commandements to ſeeke bis God, be did jt with gf 
his heart, and profpered. Say to that God who ha | 
your fhield and buckler (to whom ye ſtand infinitely ig. 
liners debted and engaged)as Eliſha did to Ga Shunamite 3; Baboll, 
' "thou haſt beene careful for us with all this care(in 'preſerving us 
from the.rage of thoſe that roſe.up againſt us) Fhat 5 to þe 
done for thee ? | 
Remember the eyes.of the Kingdome are upon yee; nay, 
the eyes of all Chriſtendome are upon ye, as a Parliament 
ſaved by the Lord, neere unto him in the bond of love,and 
the Bond of a Covenant, O did ye but live up to the height 
of your mercies and engagements, what a renowned Px- 
liament would you be ? Therefore Doe wortbily in Ephratdb, 
_ and a ge in Bethlehem y ? Think with your ſelves ye heare 
) Ruth 4.11. the whole Kingdome crying to you, as the man of Mat- | 
r As 16.9, doniadid to Paul, * Je are deſperately ficke with finne as 
: well as miſery, Come heale us, come helpe us. Yee have the 
broome of Reformation in your hand; for the Lord Je 
ſus ſake doe ſomething to cleanſe us ; ſweepe the Chyrchas 
well as the Commonwealth. Þ 
| Tothis end, take order that Ob#ru&iovs may removed ; yein 
your wiſdome can finde them out. | 
Take order that Minifers may be encouraged in their work : 
zz Cl'o 31:4 Thus did godly Hezekiab, * He commanded the people that dwelt 
in Feruſalem to give the portion of the Prieſts and the Levites, that 
. tey might be encouraged in the Law o* the Lord, Let thoſe that 
ITN TH= - 1re Faithfull have ich honourable b maintenance, that their 
(415 £800 perſons may be fenced from contempt : He ſpake as an 
4 Þ þ racle in your Houſe, that ſaid, < 4 jcandalous maintenance # 
þ b. ay 4 R727 the cauſe of a ſcandalous Miniftry. Doe not ſtarve the Nurſeleft 
" * the Nurſe ſtarve the Childe. Let there not be one penny of 
' that which.is called the Caur cuts REvVENEW, di 
verted to any other uſe, then for ſetting up of a godly 
conſciencious Miniſtery, in thoſe, places eſpecially, "= 


nee of Commone. April 39. 646. 


- ready to periſh'for lack of viſion, and (were they but 
"ble of their owne miſery)-would:cry out as the Priſo- 
{oners at Ludgates Bread for the Lords ſake, Bread for the Lords 


os s ORDER That errours and bereſies be diſcountenanced 
al apreſeds wp the ſpreading of this Gangrene, before 
: over-run the whole body of the Kingdome : O-.that I 
zoht make it my requeſt to this honourable Senate on my 
bended knees, that ye would take ſome ſpeedy courſe toſtop 
this Flood-gate lealt we be drowned'; for theLord Jeſus 
ke, ſhew us that favour that the earth did to the woman, 
when the Serpent caſt water out of bis mouth as a Flood, to drown 
her, the earth opened her mouth and ſwallowed up the 1 
food, |  aReve.r2.15 
Taxes ORDER That our differences may be compoanded. © 
Herelet me turne my Exhortation into a Lamentation ; 
O that we had ſome mourning Feremie's, that conld doe as 
he did in this Chapter © 3 My ſoule ſhall weep in ſecret places for "IN 
your pride (for onely by pride comes all our contention po ors : 6 
and mine eye het weep (ore and run downe with teares : O that we 
couldquench this flame of contention with our teares-! but 
- ot i cannot, Lord Jeſus doe thou quench it with thy 
bl go - "a 
As concerning the preſent difference lying before ye, 1 : 
will not Dm to looſe that knot : Bleſſed be Gad, ye 
have an Aſembly of as reverend, learned, pious judicious Di- 
vines to conſult with, as this preſent Age can afford; One- 
ly letme beg two things at your hands ; Beare with ne, it is 
ficſt time that ever | ſpake to you in this place, 
Fieſt, Be not jealous of your friends that have ſtood by you, 
andfiuck to you,and have ſtrengthened your hands in God 
__—_ did Davids in the day of his diſtreſle s. . - g1Sant.23.6 
us ſpeak our hearts to you : God and our conſcien- 
& will witnefle for us; that we ſeek for Purity more then 
Imer; andif Chrifts honoue maybe advanced, though in 
the ruine of our owne, we doe rejoyce and will rejoyce : In 
briefe, 


5 SHE Ct 2... 7. 46 xl 
#2 ve. ns a pas 4458 | | 
ble Fo nes " 
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briefe, if ye give us a power more then Chriſt pives.us, #43. 
our {in to aca it; if ye give us leſſe,take heed ry God be 
angry. | | | 
| The ſecond thing I beg is this, Haſten a ſetling : We know 
yeare going on,yet becauſe the Church of Chriſt is runnin 
to-contuſion,.beare with us'if we'be a litle impatient ofde- 
4 Judg.5.38. lay, andcry out as Siſerd's Mother did* ; Why is the Chae 
ſo long in comming 2 why tarry the weels of the Charet ? or as the | 
| Text ſounds in your ears ; When, O when will it once be ? Doe 
'* - 3 Hag.1-2. not fay as the people ſaid in Haggai's time i, The time i ny 
| come, the time tbat the Lords houſe ſhould be built 5 for this made 
God ſo angry,that he did not blefle, but blaſt their laboyri ill 
k Ver. 9. this were done &, E Th 
To conclude,remember ye judge not for man, but for the Lird 
{2 Chroe19:6 gh, ;; with you in the judgement 1 3 your authority is from hin, 
4 your ſupport-is by im, and your account muſt berendred 
to him ; therefore prote& the oppreſſed, puniſh the offen- 
der ; encourage the godly, diſcourage the prophane: Bear 
eye te the blind, a foot to the lame, a father to the poore, and the cauſe 
> ye know not, ſearch it out, as holy Fob did "., | 
| In one-word, be ſo valiant for God, fo couragious for 
| his truth, ſo zealous for his glory, ſo vigilant in your plz 
f * ces, ſo wiſe in your deportment, ſo impartiall in your pro- 
« ceedings, 1o conſtant in your Covenant, ſo faithfull to 
| your:truſt, that the eye which ſees may bleſle you, andthe 
4 eare which heares may give witneſſe to you, That the wiſdme 
\& ” SEM of God zs in you to doe judgement ". | 
| _ #1 $1003+3% If itbe thus (and © that it might be ſo) then not onely 
we, but all the Churches of Chriſt about us, will bringin 
their votes, and ſay, This is a Parliament that theLord 
hath bleſſed, This is a Parliament that the Lord hath 
crowned. 


#2 Job 29. 1 
I6. 


FINIS. 


